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A.
General Principles




Except as stated in this chapter, benefit error is treated the same as it is in AFDC (Cross Reference: 7000).




B.
Subject of Recoupment Action





1.
In addition to the provisions at 7030.05, the Department recoups an overpayment from a recipient's spouse.





2.
The Department recoups from a recipient's spouse under the following circumstances:






a.
when the recipient and his or her spouse live together; and 






b.
they are not members of the same assistance unit; and






c.
both the recipient and his or her spouse are receiving SAGA cash assistance.




C.
Rate of Recoupment




1.
The Department recoups 10% of the assistance unit's monthly benefit. 





2.
When an individual and/or his or her spouse has been overpaid, the Department:






a.
recoups 10% of the individual's monthly payment standard;  and 






b.
recoups 10% of the spouse's monthly payment standard. 





3.
The Department does not reduce the recoupment because of the household's shelter expenses.   





4.
The Department does not reduce the rate of recoupment due to other factors which may affect the household's financial circumstances.
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D.
Limitations to Recoupment




1.
The Department does not recoup by benefit reduction when the monthly benefit amount is $10.00 or less unless the assistance unit requests the reduction.





2.
SCA overpayments are not recouped from other cash benefits issued by the Department to an assistance unit or a recipient's spouse. 










E.
Awards Reduced to Zero




1.
If the unit's award is reduced to zero because of voluntary recoupment, the Department still considers the assistance unit to be actively
receiving SCA, and therefore eligible for those other benefits to which such recipients are entitled.





2.
An assistance unit which is eligible for SCA but is not receiving a monthly cash award because the deficit is less than one dollar prior to a recoupment action is not credited with repaying the Department unless the unit actually makes a payment.




F.
Disqualifications




1.
In addition to the disqualification periods found at 7030.25, an individual who is found to have committed an intentional recipient error is also
disqualified from participating in SMA for one year. 





2.
Any individual who has been found by a court to have assisted a
recipient in committing an intentional program violation is subject to disqualification.





3.
An individual who assists a person in committing an intentional program violation is disqualified from participating in the SAGA program for one
year from the time of the court's finding, unless this period is contrary to a court order.




G.
Payment Errors--SMA




Underpayments and overpayments in SMA are treated the same as they are 
in MA (Cross Reference: 7530.10).

