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A.
General Principles
Except as indicated in this chapter benefit issuance, including provisions for Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) and Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), is identical to the AFDC program (Cross Reference: 6500).




B.
Determining the Payee




1.
In most cases the payee of a SCA case is the adult member of the assistance unit in whose name assistance is claimed. 





2.
In some situations the payee may be someone other than the head of the assistance unit.





3.
The Department has the authority to appoint a payee.





4.
The following individuals are eligible payees of cash assistance payments:






a.
the SCA recipient;






b.
the legally appointed conservator of a SCA recipient;






c.
the parent of a recipient between the ages of 18 and 21 years of age, when they live together;






d.
the parent, other adult relative or guardian of a recipient who is under 18 years of age, when they live together;






e.
the minor recipient when he or she is eligible to receive assistance on his or her own behalf or as the head of an assistance unit (Cross-Reference:  8080.25);  






f.
a vendor, when payment for goods, services or other items is issued to the provider; or






g.
a protective payee.




C.
Financial Mismanagement






1.
Cash benefits may be issued through vendor payment or in the form of protective payments in cases where:
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C. 
Financial Mismanagement (continued)






a.
the Department has made a determination of financial
mismanagement; or






b.
the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) or its designee has made a determination of financial mismanagement.





2.
The Department considers financial mismanagement to exist when a recipient has demonstrated such an inability to manage funds that:






a.
payments to the individual have not been or are not currently being used in his or her best interest or in the best interest of the other assistance unit members; and






b.
allowing the individual to continue to manage the SCA benefits represents a threat to the health or safety of the individual or other members of the assistance unit (Cross Reference: 6605). 




D.
Boarding Facility Payments
1. The Department pays for the basic needs of room and board for residents of boarding facilities except when they are licensed by the Department of Public Health (DPH) for the treatment of alcohol and/or substance abuse and the dates of stay are on or after August 1, 1997.  





2.
Benefits for basic needs are not issued to residents of licensed boarding facilities.








3.
Payment for the cost of care in a licensed boarding facility is always provided in the form of a vendor payment to the facility.

4. Payments are post-paid in the month following the month for which the needs are determined because of the need to determine the shelter cost on a per diem basis.  (Cross Reference:  4500)

5. The assistance unit is notified when a vendor payment is made to the boarding facility.





6.
Payments are processed prospectively following AABD rules at 6010, even if the assistance unit has income that requires monthly reporting and would otherwise be subject to retrospective budgeting rules.




CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES


UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  7-1-97

Transmittal:  UP-98-4
8080.65 page 3

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Special Programs
POLICY

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:
SCA


State-Administered General Assistance





SMA


_______________________________________________________________



Subject:













Benefit Issuance

______________________________________________________________________________
8080.65
E.
Special Benefits




All special benefits are issued directly to the vendor, except when the 
payment is a reimbursement to the assistance unit for an expense which the unit has already paid out of its own funds.




F. 
Issuance Cycles


   Benefits for basic needs are issued on a monthly basis. 





 

