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A.
General Principles




1.
Calculation of benefits is performed after a SAGA assistance unit is determined eligible for assistance.  The basic calculation is performed by comparing an assistance unit's monthly applied income to either a payment standard or an income limit for the particular unit.  





2.
For SCA, the assistance unit's monthly applied income is compared to the appropriate payment standard.  The result of the comparison is the amount of benefits due to the unit. 





3.
For SMA, the assistance unit's applied income is compared to the Medically Needy Income Limit used in the Medicaid program.  The result of the comparison is the amount of liability the unit has to pay in incurred medical expenses.  The difference between the amount of incurred medical expenses and the amount of the unit's liability, if any, is the amount of medical benefits due to the unit.  





4.
Except as noted in this section, the calculation of benefits for SCA follows the rules at 6000 for AFDC program. 




B.
Comparing Income and Needs




The process of calculating benefits for SCA compares the applied income of the assistance unit members to their total needs.  Once income eligibility is determined, consideration of income and needs is confined to those of the assistance unit itself.





1.
Family Assistance Units





Family assistance units applying for or receiving cash benefits are not subject to fill-the-gap budgeting (Cross Reference: 6005).





2.
Individuals and Married Couples





a.
Determination of Benefit






When an adult individual lives alone or with others who are not his or her spouse or child under age twenty-one,  benefits are determined by subtracting his or her applied income from the unit's total needs.  
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B.
2.
Individuals and Married Couples (continued)





b.
When an adult individual lives with his or her spouse, the applied income of the applicant or recipient, including that income which is deemed from his or her spouse, is subtracted from the total of either:







(1)
the basic needs of both the applicant or recipient and his or her eligible spouse; or







(2)
the basic needs of the applicant or recipient and the basic needs of his or her ineligible spouse. (Cross Reference:  8080.50 - Deemed Income)






c.
Issuance of Benefit






(1)
When an adult individual does not live with a spouse, the benefit amount is the amount that results from the comparison of the applied income to the total needs of the applicant or recipient.







(2)
When an adult individual lives with his or her spouse, the applied incomes of both spouses are added together and subtracted from the total of the needs of both spouses.








(a)
When both spouses are applying and are eligible for SCA, the benefit amount resulting from the comparison of the assistance unit's applied income to their combined needs is divided equally between the two spouses as two separate assistance units.








(b)
When only one spouse is applying for or is eligible for SCA, the benefit amount is one half the amount resulting from comparing the assistance unit's applied income to their combined needs.




C.
Retrospective Budgeting System




For SCA, all the retrospective and prospective calculation methods that comprise the retrospective budgeting system for the AFDC program apply to individual as well as family cash assistance units (Cross Reference: 6010) except for the following:
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C.
Retrospective Budgeting System (continued)





1.
the prospective budgeting method is used when calculating income for the initial month of eligibility; and





2.
the prospective budgeting method is used when an individual is a resident of a rated facility, even when he or she has income that would 
normally be subject to monthly reporting.




D.
Benefit Adjustments




After the amount of benefits have been calculated by subtracting an assistance unit's applied income from its total needs, SCA benefits are generally adjusted following the rules at 6020 for the AFDC program.   There are some differences in how benefits are prorated and rounded.  These differences are listed below.





1.
Prorating Benefits






For SCA, benefits are adjusted by prorating whenever an assistance unit is not entitled to a full month's payment.  This occurs when benefits are calculated for the initial month of eligibility for the assistance unit and, for SAGA family cases, for the month in which an individual becomes a new member of the unit.  






a.
Initial Month of Eligibility 







The formula used to calculate the amount of reduced benefits is as follows:







(1)
the number of the day of the month on which eligibility initially exists is subtracted from the number 31;







(2)
the full amount of monthly benefits is multiplied by the result of (1);







(3)
the result of (2) is divided by 30;







(4)
the total amount issued for emergency food if any is subtracted from the result of (3);







(5)
the result is the amount of pre-rounded prorated benefits.
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D.
Benefit Adjustments (continued)





b.
Change in Employability Status





(1)
Benefits are prorated and a supplemental check issued when an individual's employability status changes from transitional to unemployable on a day after the first day of the month.  






(2)
Benefits are not prorated when an individual's employability status changes from unemployable to transitional.




E.
Benefit Amounts




Benefit payments for all cash assistance units are issued for any payment month in which:





1.
the amount of the unit's needs exceeds the unit's applied income; and





2.
the amount of the difference, after rounding, is $1.00 or more.

