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A.
General Principles





In the SAGA program, income eligibility is determined by comparing the assistance unit's income to established income limits.  For SCA, the income limit is the appropriate payment standard for the type of assistance unit.  For SMA, the income limits are those established for the Medicaid program which are based on the total amount of monthly needs of a comparable unit receiving financial assistance in the AFDC program (Cross References: 8080.45 and 4500).  





For SCA , there is only one gross income test which is used for individuals who are residents of rated boarding facilities.  There is a limit on applied income for all cash assistance units.





The level of need for a SCA or SMA assistance unit may include certain non-members who live in the household.  The basic needs of these non-members are added to the total needs of the assistance unit members.  This "needs group" is used to determine the income eligibility of the assistance unit.





Except as noted in this chapter, the income eligibility rules for SCA and SMA, including composition of a needs group, follow the rules at 5500 for the AFDC and Medicaid programs.   




B.
Needs Group Composition




1.
Family Assistance Units





a.
The needs group for a family assistance unit consists solely of those who are assistance unit members.






b.
The needs group of a pregnant woman with no other children receiving SCA does not include the needs of the unborn child(ren). 









2.
Married Couples





a.
The needs group for an applicant or recipient who lives with his or her spouse includes the following:







(1)
the applicant or recipient; and







(2)
the spouse of the applicant or recipient regardless of whether one or both are applying for or receiving assistance; and
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Needs Group Composition (continued)






(3)
both spouses through the end of the month of separation, should one occur.






b.
The needs group for an applicant or recipient under the SAGA program includes a spouse who receives Public Assistance or General Assistance.




C.
Needs Group's Need and Income Limits




1.
Cash Assistance Units





a.
The total needs of the needs group for a family assistance unit equals the AFDC payment standard for the needs group size.






b.
The total needs of the needs group for a married couple is the AFDC payment standard for two.






c.
The income limit used for an unemployable individual is the appropriate payment standard for an unemployable individual.






d.
The income limit used to determine eligibility for an employable not job ready individual is the appropriate payment standard based on shelter arrangement.






e.
Special needs are not considered in the applied income test. 





2.
Medical Assistance Units





The income limit used to determine SMA eligibility is equal to the Medicaid limit for the number of persons in the needs group.




D.
Income Eligibility Tests for SCA




1.
Family Assistance Units








a.
Gross Income Eligibility Test






There is no gross income eligibility test.






b.
Applied Income Eligibility Test






(1)
The assistance unit's applied monthly income is compared to the payment standard.
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D.
Income Eligibility Tests for SCA (continued)




`


(2)
If the total applied income equals or exceeds the payment standard, the assistance unit is ineligible.







(3)
If the total applied income is less than the payment standard, the assistance unit is eligible and a benefit is calculated.








(Cross Reference:  8080.45 and 4500).





2.
Individuals and Married Couples





a.
Gross Income Eligibility Test






(1)
The only gross income test is used for individual applicants or recipients who reside in a rated boarding facilities.  







(2)
The gross monthly income limit for an individual is 300% of the maximum SSI benefit for an individual who has no income and lives in his or her own home or 600% of the maximum SSI limit for a couple.







(3)
If the amount of the assistance unit's total gross income exceeds the limit there is no eligibility for the individual.







(4)
If the amount of the gross income equals or is less than the limit used, the applied income test is used.






b.
Applied Income Eligibility Test






(1)
If the needs group comprises only the individual applicant or recipient, the assistance unit's total applied income is compared to the appropriate payment standard for an employable/not job ready or unemployable individual.







(2)
If the needs group comprises a married couple living together, the total applied income of the applicant or recipient, including that income which is deemed from his or her spouse, is compared to the total of either:








(a)
the basic needs of both the applicant or recipient and his or her eligible spouse; or
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D.
Income Eligibility Tests for SCA (continued)







(b)
the basic needs of the applicant or recipient and the basic needs of his or her ineligible spouse.  (Cross Reference:  5020.70 - Deemed Income)





(3)
If the amount of applied income equals or exceeds the amount of needs, there is no eligibility for the assistance unit member.





(4)
If the amount of applied income is less than the total amount of needs, the assistance unit member for whom eligibility is being determined is eligible.




E.
SMA Income Eligibility Tests




1.
Categorically Needy





There are no categorically needy income tests for SMA.





2.
Medically Needy Cases 






The methods used to determine the assistance unit's eligibility in the prospective and retroactive periods and the use of medical bills for the spend-down process for SMA community cases are the same as in the Medicaid program. (Cross Reference:  5520.25 - 5520.35 - "Spend-down")





3.
Spend-Down for Residents of Chronic Disease Free-Standing Rehabilitation Hospitals







When excess income precludes eligibility in the prospective period, the excess amount is offset following the Medicaid LTCF spend-down methodology.  (Cross Reference: 5520.35.) 

