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A.
Provisions




The Department recognizes certain essential expenses as need requirements in the cash assistance programs.  In the SAGA program, payment standards for basic needs are established according to the type of assistance unit and the circumstances of a particular assistance unit.





1.
Needs include the payment standard established for all assistance units within the same category and special needs that relate to the specific needs of a particular assistance unit.





2.
For all SCA assistance units, the payment standard is used in the applied income test and in any gross income test.





3.
Assistance units are only eligible for the special needs described in this subject. 





4.
Eligibility for special needs is determined according to the rules in the TFA program (Cross Reference: 8562).




B.
Payment Standards




1.
Family Assistance Units





The payment standard for family assistance units is equal to 73% of the TFA standard of need based on the appropriate region and assistance unit size, minus $50.00 (Cross Reference: 8562).





2.
Individuals Living With a TFA Assistance Unit





a.
The payment standard for the following individuals is based on the standard for a family assistance unit when the individual lives with a TFA assistance unit and:







(1)
is a child between the ages of 18 and 21 of a member of the TFA assistance unit; or


(2) is the ineligible spouse of a member of the TFA unit.






b.
The payment standard for these individuals is the incremental difference between:
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2.
Individuals Living With a TFA Assistance Unit (continued)






(1)
the TFA payment standard for the TFA assistance unit; and







(2)
the TFA payment standard for the number of people in the TFA assistance unit and the individual. 





3.
Pregnant Women





The payment standard for a pregnant woman is the standard for a family assistance unit of one when: 









a.
she does not live with her spouse; and






b.
she has no other children under age twenty-one who live with her who must be included in her assistance unit.





4.
Married Couples





Married couples who live together are separate assistance units when there are no minor children in the home.  The payment standard for each spouse is equal to one half the payment standard for a family assistance unit of two.





5.
Unemployable Individuals




      The payment standard for all unemployable individuals is $206 unless they 

                                    are residents of rated boarding facilities. Effective July 1, 2008, and every 

                                    July 1st  thereafter, this payment standard shall be increased by the most 

                                    recent Consumer Price Index increase.

6. Transitional Individuals






a.
The payment standard for transitional individuals who have a shelter obligation is $206 unless:







(1)
they are residents of emergency shelters; or







(2)
they are residents of rated boarding facilities.






b.
The payment standard for transitional individuals who have no shelter obligation is $52. 






c.
The payment standard for transitional individuals in emergency
shelters is $52.






Effective July 1, 2008, and every July 1st  thereafter, the above payment






standards for transitional individuals shall be increased by the most recent






Consumer Price Index increase.   
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7.
Individuals in Rated Boarding Facilities





When an individual lives in a rated boarding facility, the payment standard is the monthly rate established by the Department for the facility.






a.
The following types of rated boarding facilities are eligible for SCA payment:







(1)
private homes licensed by the Department of Mental Retardation (DMR);







(2)
homes for the aged licensed by the Department of Public Health (DPH);







(3)
permanent family homes licensed by the Department of Children and Families (DCF);







(4)
other room and board facilities that are:








(a)
licensed by an appropriate department of the State; and








(b)
approved for payment by the Department.






b.
The Department does not pay boarding homes licensed for the treatment of alcohol and/or substance abuse treatment for dates of stay on and after August 1, 1997.






c.
The following rules apply to individuals in rated boarding facilities:







(1)
the payment standard for assistance units residing in a rated boarding facility is the monthly rate established by the Department for the facility;







(2)
when the facility rate is less than the payment standard for an unemployable or transitional individual, the difference is not paid to the individual;







(3)
there is no personal needs allowance;  








(4)
assistance units are considered to be maintaining residence in the facility if they are not maintaining a separate residence in the community;







(5)
assistance units that are temporarily absent from the facility are considered to be maintaining permanent residence in the facility if both of the following conditions are met:
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7.
Individuals in Rated Boarding Facilities (continued)








(a)
the unit does not enter into another permanent housing agreement during the period of absence; and








(b)
the unit is expected to return to the facility within a reasonable period of time, as defined by the Department.







(6)
the monthly need standard is prorated on a per diem basis in any month that the assistance unit does not maintain residence in the facility for the entire calendar month.







(7)
the period of absence is considered to be reasonable if the unit is expected to return to the residence by the last day of the month following the month that the unit temporarily left the residence;







(8)
the payment standard is not prorated as long as the facility remains the residence for the entire calendar month.





8.
Standard of Assistance in the Month of a Move





The payment standard for assistance units that move during a month is based on the standard already paid for that month or on the new standard, whichever is higher.





9.
Temporary Absences





Assistance units that are temporarily absent from non-rated housing are considered to be residents of non-rated housing if all of the following criteria are met:






a.
a non-rated housing unit is maintained as a permanent residence of the assistance unit;






b.
the assistance unit intends to return to non-rated housing;






c.
the assistance unit does not establish a permanent housing arrangement with a rated housing facility.
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C.
Special Needs




Only the following special needs are provided to family and individual assistance units:  






1.
Emergency Housing





Except as noted below, emergency housing for families and individuals is provided following the rules in the TFA program  (Cross Reference: 8562.30).






The standards of assistance for emergency shelter are the following: 




 






a.
when no meals are provided, the standard is the actual amount charged, not to exceed $11.00 per night per person; or






b.
when meals are provided, the standard is the actual amount charged not to exceed $11 per night per person plus $1 per person for each meal provided. 





2.
Meals-on-Wheels





a.
Meals-on-Wheels are provided to families and individuals under the same conditions as in the TFA program.







b.
The standard of assistance for meals on wheels is the per diem rate for either single or double meal delivery multiplied by the number of meal deliveries received in the month  (Cross Reference: 8562.40). 





3.
Moving Expenses





Assistance is provided for the cost of moving household furnishings and personal belongings under the same conditions as in the TFA program  (Cross Reference: 8562.45).





4.
Repair or Replacement of Essential Household Items/Replacement of Essential Clothing





a.
Essential household items and clothing are only repaired or replaced when they are destroyed or damaged by a catastrophic event. 
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4.
Repair or Replacement of Essential Household Items/Replacement of Essential Clothing (continued)






b.
The same household items that can be repaired or replaced in the TFA program can be repaired or replaced in the SAGA cash program.  






c.
The rules for replacing the items and the standards of assistance are the same as in the TFA program.  (Cross Reference: 8562.50 and 8562.55).





5.
Security Deposit  - Heating Services





a.
The cost of a security deposit that is required to obtain heating service is provided under the same conditions as in the TFA program. 






b.
The standards of assistance for a security deposit on heating service is the same as in the TFA program. (Cross Reference: 8562.65).

6. Security Deposits – Housing

Security deposits for housing are not provided as part of SAGA benefits.  Effective July 1, 2000, applicants and recipients of SAGA may qualify for a security deposit guarantee as described in sections 17b-802-1 to 17b-802-12, inclusive, of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.




7.
Storage Charges





a.
The cost of commercial storage of furnishings, appliances and furniture is recognized as a non-recurrent special need when: 







(1)
an assistance units is in emergency housing; and







(2)
there is no other source of payment.






b.
The cost of storage may include reasonable charges for preparation of the household goods.






c.
The Department provides assistance for the cost of storage for a period not to exceed the period during which the assistance unit qualifies for emergency housing.
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7.
Storage Charges  (continued)






d.
The standard of assistance for the cost of storage of essential furnishings, appliances and furniture is the lower of the two cost estimates provided by the assistance unit.




D.
SMA Income Standards




The income standards for SMA are equal to the Medicaid Medically Needy Income Limit (MNIL) which varies according to the size of the assistance unit and the region of the state in which the assistance unit resides.  (Cross Reference: 4530).

