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A.
General Provisions
Except as stated in this chapter, the treatment of assets in SAGA is the same as the AFDC program (Cross Reference: 4000).

B. Assets Not Counted Toward the Asset Limit

     
The Department does not count the assistance unit's equity in an asset if the asset is excluded by state law or is otherwise inaccessible to the unit.




C.
Asset Limits




1.
The asset limit for SCA is $250 per person, up to a maximum of $1,000 per needs group (Cross Reference: 8080.55 for needs group composition).






2.
The asset limit for SMA is $1,000 per needs group. 



 









3.
There is no asset limit for assistance units receiving the medical extension.




D.
Excluded Payments




The following payments are excluded as assets:





1.
any payment received under Title II of the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970;





2.
the amount of any federally insured grant, loan, or work/study payment to any undergraduate student that is designated for books, tuition or fees;





3.
payments to volunteers under Title I of Public Law 93-113, pursuant to Section 4040(g) of Public Law 93-113;





4.
the value of supplemental food assistance under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 as amended, and the special food service program for children under the National School Lunch Act, as amended (Public Law 92-433 and Public Law 93-150);





5.
the value of the U.S. Department of Agriculture donated foods (surplus commodities);





6.
any benefits received under Title VII, Nutrition Program for the Elderly, of the Older Americans Act of 1965, as amended;
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7.
HUD retroactive tax and utility cost subsidy payments pursuant to settlement of Underwood v. Harris (Civil No. 76-0469, D.D.C.) against HUD, for the month in which received and for the following month only;





8.
disaster assistance paid under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, as amended, including the Individual and Family Grant program, and comparable disaster assistance provided by states, local governments and private organizations;





9.
payments or allowances made under any federal, state or local laws for the purpose of energy assistance. 




E.
Deemed Assets




Except for the following rules, the treatment of deemed assets,
including the assets of sponsors of non-citizens, is the same as it is in AFDC (Cross Reference: 4025):         








1.
assets are deemed from stepparents and recipients of SSI or AABD;





2.
all countable assets are deemed to the assistance unit;





3.
all countable assets of a disqualified person are deemed to the assistance unit, regardless of the reason for the disqualification;





4.
the unborn child is not included in a pregnant woman's needs group.




F.
Asset Disregards




There are no asset disregards.


     G.
 Treatment of Specific Types


 1.    Income Versus Assets
         Money which is received as income during a month is not considered an                asset until the month following receipt unless the source of the money is a             liquidated asset.  
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Treatment of Specific Types (continued)





2.
Earned Income Tax Credit Payments and IRS Refunds





a.
EITC payments and income tax refunds are treated as lump-sum payments; and






b.
the payments are considered income in the month of receipt, and, to the extent retained, an asset as of the following month.





3.
Burial Funds and Prepaid Funeral Arrangements
The full amount of all burial funds and prepaid funeral arrangements are countable unless they are irrevocable or otherwise inaccessible.





4.
Home Property





Home property is treated the same as it is in AFDC, except that:






a.
the Department places a lien as of the effective date the assistance unit receives benefits from the Department; and






b.
the Department places a lien for both SCA and SMA.  (Cross Reference: 4030.20 for discussion of home property and 8080.75 regarding rules for Recovery).





5.
Non-Home Property
Non-home property is treated the same as it is in AFDC  (Cross Reference: 4030.65)





6.
Motor Vehicles
Motor vehicles are treated exactly as they are in AFDC, with the following exceptions:






a.
for SCA, up to $4,500 of the equity of one motor vehicle is excluded; or 






b.
up to $4,500 of the equity is excluded if the motor vehicle has been modified for operation by or transportation of a physically handicapped member of the assistance unit; and 
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c.
for SMA up to $4,500 of the equity of one motor vehicle per needs group is excluded.

