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A.
General Principles
Except as specified in this chapter, the procedural requirements for the SAGA cash program are the same as for AFDC, and those for the SAGA medical program are the same as for MA (Cross Reference: 3500) .  There are no rules regarding employment and training requirements for SCA.  There are additional SCA requirements requiring assignment of retroactive SSI payments and participation in substance abuse and/or mental health treatment.  The Department is responsible for 
informing applicants and recipients of all procedural requirements and of the consequences for failing to comply with such requirements.




B.
Securing Support




1.
The rules for securing support from all legally liable relatives are identical to the AFDC/MA rules discussed in section 3515 with respect to the following: 






a.
determining who is liable for support;






b.
assignment of support rights for SMA;






c.
cooperation in securing support;






d.
establishing paternity; and 






e.
good cause for not cooperating.





2.
Assistance unit members are not required to assign support rights for
SCA.  





3.
An individual demonstrates cooperation with securing support by doing the following:






a.
providing known information and documentary evidence at hand or readily obtainable; and






b.
appearing as a witness in court or in any other proceedings related to obtaining support, and providing information or attesting to the lack of information in such proceedings under oath; and






c.
reporting the receipt of any direct support payments received while in receipt of benefits.
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C.
Assignment










1.
The SAGA program rules governing assignments are identical to AFDC rules except that the assignment covers:






a.
the rights to payment from medical insurance on behalf of all members of the assistance unit from all third parties except  Medicare; and 






b.
medical support rights. (Cross Reference: 3520.05).




D.
Assignments of Retroactive SSI Benefits--SCA
Individuals who apply for SSI benefits must assign their interest in potential retroactive benefits to qualify for SCA. The assignment is valid:





a.
for one year; or 





b.
until the individual has been denied benefits and has not filed a timely appeal; or





c.
until he or she has exhausted all levels of appeal, whichever occurs first.





E.
Penalty for Refusing to Assign




1.
An assistance unit member who refuses to grant an assignment in a decedent estate or the net proceeds of a cause of action is ineligible for SCA and SMA.





2.
An assistance unit member who refuses to grant an assignment of potential retroactive SSI benefits is ineligible for SCA.






3.
If the individual is an adult member of an assistance unit, only that person is ineligible.  The eligibility of dependent children is not affected by failure to meet this requirement.




F.
Cooperation




1.
The SAGA program rules related to cooperation with the eligibility processes, including penalties and good cause for noncompliance are identical to the AFDC requirements found at 3525.05.
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F.
Cooperation
(continued)





2.
The rules related to cooperation in pursuing potential or inaccessible income are identical to the rules for AFDC found at 3525.10, except that applicants for and recipients of SCA and/or SMA must:






a.
apply for, or cooperate in applying for, potential benefits from any source including SSI, and other cash programs administered by the Department; and 





b.
cooperate in obtaining any inaccessible income of assistance unit members; and






c.
apply for or cooperate in applying for potential medical benefits 
from any source, including Medicaid or other medical assistance programs administered by the Department.








3.
Cooperation requirements related to pursuing assets for the SAGA program include:






a.
taking reasonable measures to pursue any inaccessible assets of:







(1)
an assistance unit member; and







(2)
the spouse of an assistance unit member; and







(3)
the parent(s) of an assistance unit member when he or she is under the age of eighteen; and






b.
complying with the Department's request for information and/or action, including but not limited to:







(1)
information about the asset;







(2)
names and addresses of people involved;







(3)
a petition to the probate court or other court of competent jurisdiction;







(4)
an application for compensation equal to the value of the assistance unit's interest;







(5)
a letter of demand or inquiry to the current holder of an asset; and
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3.
Cooperation (continued)






c.
failure to cooperate in pursuing assets as required by the







Department will result in:







(1) 
counting the full value of an asset as available to the assistance unit when the asset value is known; or







(2)
ineligibility of the adult member who fails to cooperate when the asset value is not known.
 




G.
Granting a Security Mortgage
The rules for granting a security mortgage against non-home property are identical to those in AFDC, except that the requirement applies to both SCA and SMA (cross reference: 3530).




H.
Enrollment in Health Insurance




1.
The enrollment requirements for SMA are identical to the requirements for MA found at 3545.








2.
The non-relative caretaker who is a member of the assistance unit and who fails to enroll himself or herself, or who fails to enroll an assistance unit member, child or spouse is ineligible for SMA.




I.
Digital Imaging Process 

The rules for the digital imaging process are identical to the AFDC rules discussed at 3555 except that the following individuals are required to participate in the digital imaging process:

1. all adult members of a SCA assistance unit who are applying for or receiving assistance for themselves; and

2. all adult members of a SMA assistance unit who are applying for or receiving ongoing medical assistance for themselves; and






3.
all minors who are applying for or receiving assistance for themselves. 
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J.
Evaluation and Treatment Requirement
 



1.
Evaluation Requirement







a.
When there is an indication of substance abuse and/or mental illness, an individual is required to be evaluated to determine the need for treatment. 






b.
Substance abuse may be indicated by any of the following:







(1)
medical indications, including admissions for detoxification or other substance abuse-related illnesses;  







(2)
convictions for, or related to, drug and/or alcohol use; 







(3)
loss of employment due to alcohol or drug use;  







(4)
inability to perform work activities due to alcohol or drug use;







(5)
first-hand observations or reports from other individuals or sources indicating active use of substances;







(6)
the individual states that he or she has an alcohol or substance abuse problem, and/or is determined to be abusing alcohol
and/or other substances.






c.
Mental illness may be indicated by any of the following:







(1)
medical indications, including admissions for psychiatric treatment;








(2)
first-hand observations or reports from other individuals or sources indicating the individual has mental illness;







(3)
the individual states that he or she has mental health problems.





2.
Treatment Requirement





a.
An individual is required to participate in appropriate
treatment as a condition of eligibility for SCA when he or she:







(1)
is a substance abuser, regardless of his or her employability status; and/or




CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES


UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  7-1-97

Transmittal:  UP-98-4
8080.35 page 6

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Special Programs
POLICY

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:
SCA


State-Administered General Assistance








_______________________________________________________________



Subject:













Procedural Eligibility Requirements

______________________________________________________________________________
8080.35
J.
2.
Treatment Requirement (continued)







(2)
is determined to be a transitional individual solely on the basis of mental illness.




 

b.
The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) or its designee has responsibility for:







(1)
evaluating whether an individual suffers from serious mental illness and/or alcohol or substance abuse; and







(2)
determining an individual's need for treatment; and







(3)
assessing the appropriate modality and length of treatment; and







(4)
selecting or approving the appropriate provider of treatment; and







(5)
monitoring an individual's progress and compliance with required treatment; and












(6)
confirming an individual's compliance with the treatment requirements; and







(7)
evaluating an individual's ability to manage his or her benefits.








3.
Who Must Participate





a.
The following individuals must participate with a substance abuse evaluation and treatment when required:







(1)
all individuals aged sixteen or older who are applying for or receiving cash assistance on their own behalf; 











(2)
all individuals applying for or receiving cash assistance as members of assistance units comprised solely of eighteen to twenty-one year-olds and their parents;







(3)
all eighteen to twenty-one year-olds when they live with their parents.  






b.
The following individuals must participate with mental health treatment when required:
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3.
Who Must Participate (continued)







(1)
individuals who are determined to be transitional because of mental illness only; and







(2)
who meet the conditions described in a.


      



c.
A person with mental illness is exempt from the participation requirement when:







(1)
the individual's ability to comply is substantially impaired by his or her specific condition; and 







(2)
DMHAS determines that the individual's failure to comply is not wilful.





4.
Compliance with Treatment Requirement





When an individual is required to participate in treatment, he or she must:






a.
submit to an evaluation by DMHAS or its designee of his or her need for treatment when requested; and






b.
comply with all appointments, testing or other requirements of DMHAS; and  






c.
verify that he or she is on a waiting list for or is actively engaged in treatment with a provider approved by DMHAS when treatment is deemed necessary; and






d.
comply with the requirements of his or her treatment plan as determined by DMHAS, its designee and the provider. 











5.
Penalty for Non-Compliance with Treatment 



        An individual who wilfully refuses or fails to comply with treatment is I                                  ineligible for cash assistance as follows:






a.
the penalty period begins with the first month following the month in which the ten-day notice of adverse action expires;






b.
the penalty continues until it is documented that the individual is actively participating in prescribed treatment;
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5.
Penalty for Non-Compliance with Treatment (continued)






c.
a month during which an individual is ineligible for assistance does not count as a month of assistance received when calculating his or her time limits.




K.
Verification of Compliance with Treatment




1.
The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS)
or its designee verifies an individual's compliance with the treatment requirement.





2.
DMHAS informs the Department when an individual:






a.
leaves treatment against medical advice;






b.
refuses to enter or complete prescribed treatment;






c.
is admitted to or discharged from a rated boarding facility for the treatment of alcohol and/or substance abuse.

