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A.
General Provisions




The assistance composition rules in the SAGA program vary considerably from the rules in the AFDC program.  This subject describes which individuals who live together in the same household must be members of the same cash or medical assistance unit.  It also describes how to build an assistance unit, who may qualify individually as an assistance unit, and who may not participate in the program.




B.
Family Cash and Medical Assistance Units 





The assistance unit must include certain individuals who live in the home if they meet the eligibility requirements of the program.  All the minor and adult children who live in the home, their parents and spouses must be included in the same assistance unit unless they are otherwise excluded.  This is true even if assistance has not been specifically requested for them.  It is also true even if one of the individuals has income specifically designated for his or her needs, unless the individual can be otherwise excluded.





1.
Who Must be Included





a.
Minor children and their birth or adoptive parents and step-parents.






b.
Adult children between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one and their birth or adoptive parents.






c.
Emancipated minors and their parents.






d.
Minor children and their siblings or step-siblings and a needy care-taker relative or guardian.






e.
Related or non-related minor children who have no income or assets and their needy caretaker relatives or guardians. 

f. Adoptive siblings who receive adoption assistance payments when excluding the child would reduce the benefits of the assistance unit.






g.
A child who attends a special school away from home, such as for the deaf, blind, physically handicapped or emotionally disturbed if:







(1)
the caretaker relative or guardian retains primary responsibility for the child; and
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1.
Who Must be Included (continued)



 



(2)
the caretaker relative or guardian maintains a home for the child; and







(3)
the child returns to the home for vacations and holidays;






h.
An individual between 18 and 21 who attends college when his or her primary residence is the parent's home and he or she returns to the home for vacations and holidays.






i.
A minor child who returns home for a visit of at least 30 consecutive days from an institution which has primary responsibility for the care of the child.  The child is considered a member of the assistance unit for the entire length of the visit.  These institutions include, but are not limited to: 







(1)
state hospitals; 







(2)
training schools for the mentally retarded; 







(3)
juvenile correctional institutions;







(4)
foster homes.  





2.
Who May be Included





a.
Related or unrelated minor children other than siblings when they have income and assets and their caretaker relative or guardian.






b.
Minor children who receive a federal, state, or local adoption assistance subsidy. 





3.
Who is Excluded 





Certain individuals are excluded from the assistance unit because they do not qualify for either cash and/or medical assistance.  These exclusions take precedence over the mandatory inclusion requirement. 






a.
The following individuals do not qualify for cash and medical assistance:







(1)
a recipient of Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI).  The exclusion applies as of the month the individual starts to receive SSI or SSDI checks;
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3.
Who is Excluded (continued)







(2)
a minor parent who does not meet the AFDC categorical eligibility requirement of living with a specified relative.  (Cross Reference 2515.35.);







(3)
a parent, other than the caretaker relative, who is under sentence of the court serving the sentence doing unpaid work or community service and living at home;







(4)
a child for whom federal, state or local foster care maintenance payments are made;







(5)
a child whose minor parent is a recipient of federal, state or local foster care maintenance payments;







(6)
a child for whom adoption assistance payments are made when the exclusion does not reduce the benefits of the assistance unit in which the child would otherwise be considered a member;







(7)
a minor child who returns home for a visit of fewer than 30 consecutive days from an institution which has primary responsibility for the care of the child.  These institutions include, but are not limited to, state hospitals, training schools for the mentally retarded, juvenile correctional institutions and foster homes;







(8)
an individual disqualified from the program or from another cash assistance program administered by the Department for any reason, including but not limited to:








(a)
failing to cooperate to secure support;








(b)
transferring an asset for the purpose of qualifying for assistance.  The individual is excluded from any assistance unit for the prescribed period of ineligibility;








(c)
failing to grant a security mortgage;








(d)
failing to sign a declaration of citizenship;
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3.
Who is Excluded (continued)







(e)
failing to cooperate with digital imaging. 






b.
The following individuals do not qualify for cash assistance but may qualify for medical assistance: 







(1)
an individual who does not meet the categorical, procedural or technical eligibility requirements for the cash program;







(2)
an individual who received the maximum time-limited cash benefits from a Public Assistance program, unless:








(a)
the individual was an adult member of an assistance unit that received the maximum time-limited TFA benefits and he or she is now unemployable based on medical criteria; or








(b)
the individual was a dependent child in an assistance unit that received the maximum time-limited TFA benefits and he or she is now eighteen years old or older;  












(3)
an individual who is disqualified from General Assistance, SAGA or from a Public Assistance cash program for any reason, including but not limited to the following:








(a)
failing to cooperate with work requirements;








(b)
delaying or failing to report the presence in the home of a mandatory assistance unit member.  This individual is excluded from the assistance unit from the date the individual would have been added until the effective date he or she is made part of the unit;








(c)
committing an intentional recipient error.







(4)
a recipient of a Public Assistance cash benefit, including a recipient whose cash benefit is suspended.






c.
Individuals who qualify for Medicaid are excluded from the medical assistance unit.  These individuals include but are not limited to:








(1)
children under the age of twenty-one;
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3.
Who is Excluded (continued)







(2)
pregnant women;







(3)
individuals aged sixty-five and older; 







(4)
individuals who are blind or disabled as determined by the Department.




C.
Assistance Units of One




The following individuals who meet all the other eligibility requirements are cash and medical assistance units of one: 





1.
a single individual who lives alone or with others who are not related to him or her; 





2.
a married individual who lives with an eligible or ineligible spouse and there are no eligible children under age twenty-one in the home; or





3.
a caretaker relative or guardian who lives with an ineligible child when there are no other eligible children under age twenty-one in the home;





4.
a parent who lives with his or her ineligible adult child when there are no other eligible children under age twenty-one in the home; 





5.
a pregnant woman who lives alone or with others when:






a.
she is not the parent or guardian of any child under age twenty-one who also lives in the home; or






b.
she is married but does not live with her spouse;





6.
an emancipated minor when he or she does not live with a parent or spouse;





7.
an adult child when he or she lives with parent(s) and/or sibling(s) who are ineligible for assistance.  

