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Adult Child



An adult child is an individual between the ages of eighteen and twenty-one who lives with his or her parent or parents.




Assistance Unit



The assistance unit is one or more individuals who apply for or receive assistance together under SAGA or another one of the Department's programs.



Connection to the Labor Market

Connection to the labor market is the requirement that short-term transitional persons demonstrate that they have earned at least $500 per quarter in at least three of the five most recent calendar quarters.




Chronic Disease Hospital



A chronic disease hospital is a facility for the treatment or care of individuals with a prolonged illness. 




Department 




Department, unless otherwise stated, means the Department of Social Services. 




Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS)
The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services is the state agency designated to provide behavioral health services to recipients of GA and SAGA who are mentally ill, or who abuse substances, or who are dually-diagnosed as suffering from both a mental illness and substance abuse.




Emergency Assistance



Emergency assistance is the immediate provision of food or urgent medical help to an applicant who has no readily available means to obtain them. 




Emergency Assistance Affidavit



An emergency assistance affidavit is a written statement on a form prescribed by the Department where an applicant requests emergency food or urgent medical treatment and declares that he or she has no other readily available means to obtain them.




Employability Status



Employability status refers to an individual's ability to engage in gainful work.
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Employable Individual
An employable individual is one who has been determined able to work because he or she does not meet the Department's criteria as a transitional individual or as an unemployable individual. 




Expedited Application



Expedited application refers to the process used to speed up the application process for individuals who have either an immediate need for food or an urgent medical need.




Family Assistance Unit



A family assistance unit is one that consists of birth or adoptive parents, step- parents or guardians and children under the age of twenty-one.  




Free-standing Rehabilitation Hospital



A free-standing rehabilitation hospital is a facility that provides therapy and treatment to help restore injured or handicapped individuals to useful life.




Long-Term Impairment

A long-term impairment is a documented medical illness or condition, or combination of illnesses and conditions, that is expected to prevent an individual from working for a period of at least six months.




Medical Criteria



Medical criteria are the medical, social and vocational standards adopted by the Department to evaluate whether an individual's documented physical or mental impairment(s) are of such severity and duration that the individual is determined to be unemployable.




Mental Illness


Mental illness is a diagnosable mental, behavioral or emotional disorder that has resulted in functional impairment which substantially interferes with or limits one or more major life activities.  
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Needy Individual




A needy individual is one who has income and/or assets that, according to the standards set for the SAGA program, are not sufficient to meet his or her basic financial or medical needs. 




Non-medical Criteria




Non-medical criteria are the standards used to determine if an individual has personal barriers that prevent him or her from obtaining gainful employment.




Reconsideration Petition



The reconsideration petition is the process by which an individual can request a 
review of his or her employability status when the Department has determined that he or she does not meet the criteria to be classified as unemployable. 

 


SAGA



SAGA refers to the State-Administered General Assistance program. 




SCA



SCA refers to the State-Administered General Assistance cash program.




SMA



SMA refers to the State-Administered General Assistance medical program.




Short-Term Impairment
A short-term impairment is a documented medical illness or condition, or combination of illnesses or conditions, that is expected to prevent an individual from working for a period of at least two, but less than six months.




Substance Abuser



A substance abuser is an individual who shows evidence of dependence on or the inability to voluntarily control the use of alcohol and or drugs to the point that it interferes with functioning and productivity.





Substance Abuse Treatment



Substance abuse treatment is a program that provides treatment to help an individual overcome an addiction to alcohol and or drugs. 
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Transitional Individual
A transitional individual is one who has either a short-term or long-term impairment, or a combination of impairments, that prevents him or her from working for a specified period of time.  




Treatment Requirement
Treatment requirement is the requirement that any substance abuser participate in a treatment program approved by the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services.  




Unemployable Individual



An unemployable individual is one who is unable to either obtain gainful employment or to participate in education or training for at least six months because of a physical or mental illness or condition, or combination of illnesses or conditions.  An individual shall be determined unemployable after a medical, social and vocational review of the individual's circumstances, utilizing  impairment criteria established by the Department. 

An individual can also be determined unemployable based on certain non-medical criteria established by the Department.




Urgent Medical Need



Urgent medical needs are treatment or services, other than inpatient hospital care or mental health and/or substance abuse treatment, without which the applicant would suffer severe loss of health and that the applicant cannot obtain from any source without pre-payment or an assured source of payment.

