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A.
Retroactive Period




The following method is used to determine the assistance unit's eligibility in the retroactive period:





1.
For each non-consecutive month in the retroactive period, the assistance unit's applied income for that month is compared to the MNIL which is appropriate for the size of the needs group which existed in that same month:






a.
if the amount of income is equal to or less than the MNIL, the assistance unit is eligible for assistance in that month;






b.
if the amount of income is greater than the MNIL, the assistance unit's excess income for that month is subjected to a spend-down.





2.
When eligibility is being determined for two or more consecutive months, the assistance unit's applied income for both or all of the months is totaled and compared to the combined MNIL's which are appropriate for the sizes of the needs groups which existed in the months involved.




B.
Prospective Period




The following method is used to determine the assistance unit's eligibility in the prospective period:





1.
A six-month period for which eligibility will be determined is established to include the month of application and the five consecutive calendar months which follow.





2.
The needs group which is expected to exist in each of the six months is established.





3.
An MNIL is determined for each of six months is determined on the basis of:






a.
the anticipated place of residency of the assistance unit in each of the six months; and






b.
the anticipated composition of the needs group for each of the same six months.
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5520.20
B.
Prospective Period (continued)





4.
The assistance unit's applied income is estimated for each of the six months.





5.
The total of the assistance unit's applied income for the six-month period is compared to the total of the MNIL's for the same six-months:






a.
when the unit's total applied income equals or is less than the total MNIL's the assistance unit is eligible;






b.
when the unit's total applied income, is greater than the total MNIL's the assistance unit is ineligible until the excess income is offset through the spend-down process.







(Cross Reference:  5520.25 - 5520.35 - "Spend-down")

