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Tips and TricksTips and Tricks  

1. Choose Energy Star® qualified appliances. 

2. Don’t use your oven to heat the kitchen. 
It’s a waste of energy and DANGEROUS. 

3. Heat water in a tea kettle instead of an 
open pan. 

4. Properly vent your dryer vents and 
bathroom fans to the outside. 

5. Always fill dryer and dishwasher to 
capacity. 

Please see resources below for more helpful 
tips and tricks.  

The Department of Social Services' programs 
are available to all applicants and recipients 
without regard to race, color, creed, sex, sexual 
orientation, age, disabilities, learning disabili-
ties, national origin, ancestry or language barri-
ers. The department has a TDD/TTY line for 
persons who are deaf or hearing impaired and 
have a TDD/TTY: 1-800-842-4524. Auxiliary 
aids are also available for blind or visually im-
paired persons.  



What is Weatherization 

Weatherization reduces energy costs for 
families by improving the efficiency of 
their homes. 

Common Problems in Homes: 

( High utility bills 
( Cold spots inside home 
( Draft 
( Mold 
( Leaky ducts 
( Inability to control comfort levels 

Causes of the Problems 

( Non-insulated attics and sidewalls 
( Cracks and gaps of doors, win-

dows, and walls 
( Lack of proper ventilation 
( Moisture 
( Non-energy efficient appliances 
( Wasteful energy habits  

Health and Safety Issues 

( High levels of carbon monoxide 
(CO) 

( Allergens from mold and mildew 
( Structural damage to the home 
 

 

Measures Taken 

An energy audit is conducted to deter-
mine locations of air leakage, efficiency 
of combustion appliances, and potential 
health and safety hazards. Furthermore,  
a work scope is designed for the home. 
 
Examples: 
(   Replace incandescent light 

bulbs with Energy 
Star® qualified 
compact fluores-
cent light bulbs 

( Install CO detector 
( Install programmable thermostat 
( Air sealing 

( Add insulation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
( Install ventilation 
( Education on energy conservation 
( Replace doors and windows (on a 

limited case by case basis) 
 

Target Population 

Vulnerable groups such as elderly, 
persons with disability, families with 
children under the age of 6 years old, 
and high energy users. 
 
Eligibility  

Houses with income within 60% of 
the state median income are eligible 
to receive services. (ex: Family of 4 
$58,625)* 
 
To apply, contact one of the four 
main Community Action Agencies: 
 
Hartford/Middlesex  
Community Renewal Team (CRT) 
 (860) 560-5600 

New Haven/Litchfield 
New Opportunities (NO) 
(203) 756-8151 

Fairfield 
Action for Bridgeport Community 
Development, Inc. (ABCD) 
(203) 384-6904 

Willimantic/New London/Tolland  
ACCESS 
(860) 450-7423 
 
For more information, call 2-1-1 Info 
line or contact the DSS, Energy Unit 
at 1-800-842-1132  
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