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Governor M. Jodi Rell, The State Department Of Public

Works And Tunxis Community College Dedicate New

Library And Classroom Building in Farmington

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, and Tunxis Community College President Cathryn L. Addy, Ph.D. hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new $34.4 million library and classroom building at Tunxis Community College in Farmington on February 21, 2008.
          The project, located at 271 Scott Swamp Road in Farmington, has doubled the size of the College, adding a large state-of-the-art library and attached classroom wing, complete with a cyber café. 
            “Not only are we cutting the ribbon on a beautiful new building on this vital and growing campus, we are really celebrating a new focus on higher education in Connecticut,” Governor Rell said.  “We hear so often that there are no ‘magic bullets’ for the problems of our society.  Yet when I come to places like Tunxis and the other community-technical colleges around our state, or when I visit the four Connecticut State University campuses or the UConn campuses or the elementary and secondary schools in our state, I wonder if that’s really true.  If education is not a magic bullet – if lifelong learning is not the cure to so many problems – it is surely the best answer we have.”
(more)
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          DPW Commissioner Curtis praised the Public Works staff who oversaw this 95,000 square foot project.  “I am proud of DPW’s work here in Farmington, and grateful for the terrific support from Tunxis and the Community College System.   This new library and classroom building is a treasure that will benefit the entire community well into the future,” said Commissioner Curtis.

          Tunxis Community College President Cathryn Addy said, “The new buildings we now have are transforming our campus in more ways than we anticipated.  Our students have been getting an excellent education for years but now they will be able to access that quality in truly uplifting educational space.”

          The speakers at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, in addition to Governor Rell, Commissioner Curtis and President Addy, included Congressman Chris Murphy, 5th District; Dr. Louise S. Berry, chair, the Board of Trustees of the Community Colleges; and Chancellor Marc S. Herzog, Connecticut Community Colleges.

          The architect for the project was DuBose Associates, Inc., of Hartford, the contractor was M.A. Angeliades, Inc., of Trumbull, and the construction administrator was FIP Construction of Cheshire.


The project consisted of a 37,000 square foot two-story library with clock tower, a 58,000 square foot classroom building, and a glass-enclosed cyber café.  The exterior is red brick, and paneling and glass, with standing seam metal sloped roofs.

          The library includes two computer classrooms, 14 study rooms, an adjacent 40-seat classroom, and a coffee / sandwich bar.  The new classroom building includes five science laboratories for Biology, Chemistry, Micro-biology, and Physics; a simulated dental hygiene clinic and laboratory; computer graphics studios; art and photography studios; six classrooms; eight break-out rooms; and academic resource space.
(more)
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          Tunxis Community College was founded in 1970.  The College serves close to 12,000 credit and non-credit students each year.

           The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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