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DPW And ECSU Host Double Event For Science Building

 And Child And Family Development Center

          State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming and Eastern Connecticut State University President Dr. Michael Pernal joined with other state and local officials to celebrate two major construction projects at the Willimantic campus on Feb. 28, 2006:  a groundbreaking ceremony celebrating the Science Building project, and a ribbon-cutting officially marking the completion of the university’s new Child and Family Resource Development Center.

          The Science Building project, located at the west side of the quad opposite the library, is valued at $45.8 million in construction costs.  Completion is set for fall 2007.

          The Child and Family Center project was recently completed at a construction cost of $10 million.  The Center is situated at the northern end of the campus.
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          DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, “We at Public Works are proud to see our work come to fruition at the Eastern campus with the completion of the new Child and Family Resource Development Center.  It is a terrific facility for students, faculty, families, and the Willimantic community.  We are also happy and excited to be breaking ground for the new multi-million dollar Science and Math facility.  I am looking forward to a first-class academic building delivered on time and on-budget.”

          ECSU President Michael Pernal said, “Our university community is looking forward to having a Science Building designed to meet the needs of today’s students and equipped with the latest technology.  This building will be living proof that a strong science and mathematics foundation is a critical component of a liberal arts education.”
          The speakers at the Science Building groundbreaking included DPW Commissioner Fleming; Commissioner Valerie F. Lewis, Connecticut Department of Higher Education; ECSU President Pernal; Dr. David G. Carter, Sr., chancellor, the CSU system; and Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman, CSU Board of Trustees.  Dean Dr. Carmen Cid, ECSU School of Arts and Sciences, gave the welcoming remarks, and Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, ECSU Foundation for Campus Ministry, delivered the invocation.

          The contractor for the Science Building project is O & G Industries of Torrington; the construction administrator is Konover Construction Corporation of Farmington; and the architect is S/L/A/M Collaborative of Glastonbury.
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          The Science Building will be a five-story 173,000 square foot state-of-the-art facility, and will consolidate the Science and Math departments into one building, including Biology, Computer Sciences, Environmental Earth Science, Math, and Physical Sciences.

          The facility will house general purpose classrooms, laboratories, a large resource room, and a 150-seat lecture hall.  The materials and systems in the building were designed to meet the requirements for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification.

          The new facility is expected to provide modern and ample space for math and science instruction and research, to promote cross-disciplinary interaction, and to provide a facility that will attract the best faculty and students.
Child and Family Resource Development Center

         Applauding the new Child and Family Center, ECSU President Pernal stated, “I think it is fitting that we are dedicating this new center just a little more than 50 years after Eastern opened its first early childhood center, Keelor Hall.  Eastern has been a leader in the field of Early Childhood Education for years, and this new facility restates our commitment to excellence in this field.  We will strive to provide a model early care and education center, combined with professional development for early care teachers and those preparing to enter the field.”
(more)
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          At the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Chancellor Carter announced the Child and Family Resource Development Center will be officially named after former ECSU dean and professor, Margaret S. Wilson.

          The speakers at the ceremony included DPW Commissioner Fleming; Benjamin Sanborn, senator, ECSU Student Government Association; Dr. William Salka,, vice president, ECSU University Senate; Commissioner Valerie F. Lewis, Connecticut Department of Higher Education; ECSU President Pernal; Dr. David G. Carter, Sr., chancellor, the CSU system; and Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman, CSU Board of Trustees.  Dean Dr. Patricia A. Kleine, ECSU School of Education/Professional Studies and Graduate Division gave the welcoming remarks, and Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, ECSU Foundation for Campus Ministry, delivered the invocation.
          The contractor for the project was Konover Construction Corporation of Farmington; the construction administrator was C.R. Klewin Northeast, LLC, of Norwich; and the architect was Karl Norton Architect, LLC, Mansfield.
          The new 40,000 square foot Child and Family Center is a “new school” model for the state and nation.  The program was developed by Eastern and includes a state-of-the-art child care/education center with comprehensive services for children and their families, teaching facilities, faculty offices, and related spaces.
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          For Eastern students preparing for careers as early childhood educators, the center provides a modern teaching facility, complete with the latest instructional and distance learning technologies.

          The center offers full day/full year services for children from infancy to age four.  In addition to education, families’ needs are addressed in a “one-stop” mode with social services, health/mental health, financial support and employment services, nutrition, and parenting development programs.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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