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Connecticut Department of Public Works

 Announces 2003 Construction Forecast

          More than $150 million worth of construction projects are vying for Public Works bond funding in 2003, the Connecticut DPW announced recently.

         Of this amount, more than one-half is targeted for projects within the Connecticut State University System (CSU).  This is closely followed by DPW’s Regional Vocational-Technical School System projects.

          The balance of the Department’s proposed construction funding is earmarked for major DPW projects at the Community-Technical Colleges, the Department of Correction, the Judicial Branch, and at other agencies.

Connecticut State University System

          The new year is expected to see four new residence halls start construction for the  CSU system.  These fast-track design-build projects will ease housing problems at each of Connecticut’s four state universities.  The program includes a $23.4 million 400-bed dormitory at Central in New Britain; a $42.2 million, three-building, 750-bed residential village at Eastern in Willimantic; a $20 million 300-bed dorm at Southern in New Haven; and a $24 million 350-bed dorm with below-grade parking at Western in Danbury.
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          Other key DPW projects for the CSU system are a $45 million expansion and renovation of Buley Library at Southern, and a $9 million Child and Family Development Resource Center at Eastern.

Regional Vocational-Technical Schools

          A comprehensive renovation and improvement program for the state’s vocational-technical high schools is expected to start construction in 2003 with three substantial projects getting underway.

          The three are a $45 million renovation at A.I. Prince Tech in Hartford; a $32 million project at Henry Abbott in Danbury; and a $31 million modernization at Howell Cheney in Manchester.

          Four tech school renovation projects expected to go into the design stage in the new year are:  E.C. Goodwin Tech in New Britain at $40 million;   W.F. Kaynor in Waterbury at $40 million; Eli Whitney in Hamden at $41 million; and Norwich Tech in Norwich at $36 million.

Community Colleges

          Two significant state Community College projects are planned for construction in the new year:  the $6.4 million Phase Two of the Master Plan at Northwestern Connecticut Community College in Winsted; and a $21 million Technology Building at Naugatuck Valley Community College in Waterbury.
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Department of Correction

          The Somers complex is expected to see a $45 million 750-bed expansion for the Department of Correction.

Judicial Branch

          The proposed $39 million design-build Litchfield Courthouse project may also proceed to the construction stage in the new year.

Completed DPW Projects

          During the year 2002, DPW completed the new $60 million Capital Community College in the old G. Fox Building in downtown Hartford; the $31 million second phase of the Manchester Community College modernization program was completed; Fort Trumbull State Park in New London was completed; and in 2002 the new Stamford Courthouse opened for business.

          Since 1995 the state Department of Public Works has completed over 440 major projects valued at more than $815 million.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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