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Governor M. Jodi Rell To Join With Public Works And Cheney Tech

For Groundbreaking In Manchester June 13, 2005

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and State Department of Education Commissioner Betty J. Sternberg will host a groundbreaking ceremony for additions and major renovations at Howell Cheney Technical High School in Manchester on June 13, 2005 (Monday) at 1 p.m.

          The event will take place in front of the school at 791 West Middle Turnpike, Manchester.  Due to the construction already underway at the rear and side of the school, parking is available next door at East Catholic High School.  (Please see the attached directions.)

          The $32.7 million construction project includes a new wing of trades shops and academic classrooms consisting of 101,000 square feet, and renovations totaling 88,000 square feet encompassing the entire school.
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          Commenting on the project, DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, “This is both the beginning of a substantial modernization of Cheney Tech and also the start of a system-wide multi-million dollar construction program that will expand and upgrade our technical high schools across Connecticut.

          “This modernization plan for the Department of Education is a major priority of the Rell administration and will benefit our students – as well as our economy – for years to come.”

          DPW currently has five major technical high school projects valued at more than $200 million dollars in design, in bidding, or in construction in Manchester, Hartford, New Britain, Danbury and Waterbury.

          Speakers at the Cheney Tech groundbreaking ceremony, in addition to Governor Rell, Commissioner Fleming and Commissioner Sternberg, will include Superintendent of the State Technical High Schools Abigail Hughes and Manchester Mayor Stephen T. Cassano.  The master of ceremonies will be Bruce Sievers, principal of Cheney Tech.
          “This is the first of several projects we have planned to upgrade each of our 17 technical schools in the system.  I am pleased to see another visible example of progress,” said state Education Commissioner Sternberg.
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          Superintendent Hughes stated, “For many years, Howell Cheney Technical High School has had a great reputation for providing outstanding educational opportunities for students from the entire region.  Its programs are widely respected.  This project will allow Cheney Tech to have not only exceptional educational programs, but also an exceptional facility.  The waiting list for admission may grow even larger.”
          Cheney Tech Principal Bruce Sievers, emphasizing the many benefits of this much-needed project, commented, “The completion of this project will present to the students, citizens and businesses of the Greater Manchester area a contemporary school facility that will serve the educational and employment needs of our community well into the 21st century.”

          The Cheney expansion and renovations will be completed in September 2007.  The architect is Antinozzi Associates of Stratford, the construction administration firm is Turner Construction of Milford, and the contractor is Fusco Corporation of New Haven.
           The scope of the project consists of the construction of a new wing that will include twelve new classrooms and 10 new shops for all shop areas.

          The project also includes renovations to all classrooms, administrative space, the gymnasium, cafeteria, library, and related areas; the demolition of a partial shop wing; and new parking.
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          Other upgrades are new HVAC (heating, ventilation and air conditioning)                                                in the gym, new locker rooms, a weight room, and upgrading the cafeteria and kitchen.

          The project, when completed, will also feature the addition of a public restaurant seating 50 persons serving a lunch menu three days per week.
          Cheney Tech has an enrollment of 550 students and serves 24 towns in north central Connecticut.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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Directions to Howell Cheney Technical High School, 791 West Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT:

From I-84 East:  Take Exit 60.  Turn right on Route 44 & 6 East.  At fork, bear left on West Middle Turnpike.  The school is on the left.  Attendants will direct you to parking.

From I-84 West:  Take Exit 62/60.  Follow Exit 60.  Turn left on Route 44 & 6 East.  At fork, bear left on West Middle Turnpike.  The school is on the left.  Attendants will direct you to parking.
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