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Governor M. Jodi Rell Joins With DPW And The Judicial Branch For The Dedication Of The New Bridgeport Juvenile Detention Center
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, the State Department of Public Works (DPW), and the Judicial Branch hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Bridgeport Superior Court for Juvenile Matters and Detention Center at 60 Housatonic Avenue in Bridgeport on October 15, 2008.

          Governor M. Jodi Rell stated, “This new juvenile detention center and court meets a critical need for quality facilities to properly serve our troubled youth.  This center can be a lifeline for the boys and girls who come here.  Hopefully it will direct them to a lifetime of hope and fulfillment.  So I am very pleased with the knowledge that this significant investment will have far-reaching long-term benefits for the City of Bridgeport and for the entire State of Connecticut.”

(more)
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          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis said, “I am proud of the DPW staff and the design and construction team we hired to build this excellent project.  This complex includes state-of-the-art security and at that same time, it has an attractive campus-like presence.  Indeed, it is an asset to this region, one that will serve the community well into the future.”

          Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers said, “I am very pleased that we will be able to move the juveniles who are currently residing in an outdated, 50 year-old detention center into this brand new state-of- the-art facility.  I am thankful to the Governor, the Department of Public Works, the Office of Policy and Management and the Legislature for moving along this desperately needed facility.”          

          The speakers at the ribbon-cutting ceremony included Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, Chief Justice Chase T. Rogers, and Bridgeport Mayor Bill Finch.  The emcee was Chief Court Administrator Barbara M. Quinn.

          The $54 million complex consists of a three-floor brick and masonry facility totaling 92,000 square feet in size.  It includes a detention center and a court.  The detention area consists of 44 double occupancy bedrooms, and rooms for recreation, education, medical, dining and laundry.  The court section includes three courtrooms/hearing rooms and spaces for the court tenants:  Court Operations, State’s Attorney, Public Defender, Attorney General, Juvenile Probation, and State and Volunteer Services.
          The project also includes 99 parking spaces.

          The developer was Turner Construction of Milford, Connecticut, the architects were Jeter Cook Jepson of Hartford and Ricci Greene Associates of New York, NY, and the construction administrator was HNTB of Rocky Hill, CT.
(more)
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          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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