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Governor Rell Joins With Public Works At WCSU
 Science Building Ribbon-Cutting

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and James W. Schmotter, Ph.D., President of Western Connecticut State University hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the completion of the new Science Building at the WCSU Midtown Campus in Danbury on September 26, 2005.

          The $46.2 million state-of-the-art facility replaces the antiquated science laboratories at Higgins Hall which date from 1949.

          Speaking during the dedication, Governor Rell commented, “This is a great time for WestConn.  We have a high quality faculty, staff and students here, and with this new Science Building the good news keeps coming.  I am filled with pride.  Look how far we have come.”  Governor Rell continued, “This is indeed a special day for the people of Connecticut.  Thank you for the finest Science facility around.  Many of our future doctors, researchers and scientists will pass through these doors.  This is an investment in our future.”
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          DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, "This beautiful state-of-the-art Science Complex is a perfect example of how DPW is meeting schedules and staying well within budget on difficult projects while under tight time constraints.  I know the students and faculty are thrilled."
          The other speakers at the ceremony included U.S. Representative Nancy Johnson, Fifth District; Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman, Connecticut State University System (CSU), Board of Trustees; Dr. James w. Schmotter, president, WCSU; Dr. William J. Cibes, chancellor, CSU; Mayor Mark Boughton, City of Danbury; Dr. James R. Roach, president emeritus, WCSU; Richard Sullivan, vice president of Finance and Administration emeritus, WCSU; Dr. Paul Hines, professor of Chemistry, WCSU; and Dr. Linda Vaden-Goad, dean of Arts and Sciences, WCSU, who served as master of ceremonies.
          The new Science Building has the distinction of being designed and built to meet the requirements of a “Green Building.”  The U.S. Green Building Council is expected to certify the facility as a LEED (“Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design”) building at the silver level.  This designation verifies an environmentally friendly design and sustainable building construction, which leads to lower operating costs, energy efficiency and long-term reductions in air pollution.
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          The departments housed in the Science Building are the Chemistry, Physics, Biology and Astronomy and Meteorology Departments, and the WCSU Weather Station.  The 122,000 square foot three-story facility includes science laboratories, general classrooms, lecture halls, an astronomy observatory, faculty office space and administrative areas.  It also features wireless internet throughout the complex.
          The general contractor was the Fusco Corporation of New Haven, the construction administration firm was The Morganti Group, Inc., of Danbury, and the architect was Fletcher Thompson, Inc, of Shelton with Mitchell/Giurgola of New York.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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