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Governor M. Jodi Rell, Public Works And Veterans’ Affairs Break

 Ground For $33.8 Million Veterans Health Care Facility In Rocky Hill

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner James T. Fleming and Department of Veterans’ Affairs Commissioner Linda S. Schwartz hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for a new Veterans Health Care Facility at the State Veterans Home at 287 West Street in Rocky Hill on Aug. 30, 2006.

          The $33.8 million project is the first major construction at the Rocky Hill campus since it was built between 1937 and 1940.  The project is scheduled for completion in January 2008.

Governor Rell said, “Connecticut veterans have waited long enough for this historic ceremony and I am honored to be a part of it.  This is one tangible way we can show our gratitude to these men and women for everything they have given to us, our state and our country.  Our veterans, who demonstrated their unwavering resolve for democracy and freedom, deserve the best we can promise them, and today we make good on that promise and simply say, ‘Thank you.’ I look forward to returning to Rocky Hill to see this beautiful new facility in operation.”
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          Commissioner Fleming stated, “The groundbreaking for this state-of-the-art health care facility marks a significant day for Connecticut’s veterans and for those who will come after them.  We can all be very proud of this project.  Our veterans deserve the best, and this facility will certainly fulfill that mission.”  Commissioner Fleming also thanked Veterans’ Affairs Commissioner Schwartz for her enthusiastic cooperation.

          Commissioner Schwartz said, “This groundbreaking marks a very historic and important event for our State. Since 1863, Connecticut has pledged to care for the men and women who defended our freedoms. Today we renew that commitment and embellish this proud heritage. Veterans past, present and future will benefit from our efforts here. Without Governor Rell's support and encouragement and the professionalism of Commissioner Fleming and his staff, we could not have achieved this goal in three short years.”
          Sixty-five percent of the cost of the project will be funded by the federal government; the remaining 35 percent will be paid by the state.  
          The groundbreaking ceremony also included Congressman Robert Simmons, 2nd District, Rocky Hill Mayor Anthony LaRosa, and a large contingent of state senators and state representatives and other state officials.

          The project consists of an 87,000-square-foot, two-story brick facility with construction costs budgeted at $24.4 million.
(more)
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          DPW signed a contract on June 20 with the general contractor, PDS Engineering and Construction, Inc., of Bloomfield. The architect for the project is Moser Pilon Nelson Architects of Wethersfield, and the construction administrator is The Pike Company, Inc. of Kensington, Connecticut.
          The scope of the project includes a 125-bed facility for the care of frail and elderly veterans.  It will replace an existing 67-year building with a state-of-the-art health care facility.

          The design calls for 50-two-person rooms and 25-single rooms, an Alzheimer’s unit, and hospice and respite care.  The building also will feature a central dining room, recreation room, chapel, canteen, library, barber shop, and includes a modern security system.

          Two other DPW projects also currently in construction at the Veterans Home include a new $4.6 million water distribution system throughout the campus, and fire safety improvements to the East and West Domicile Buildings totaling $470,000 in construction costs.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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