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Public Works Signs $24.4 million Contract For Veterans’
 Home Adult Care Facility Project In Rocky Hill

          State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming has signed a $24.4 million construction contract with PDS Engineering and Construction, Inc., of Bloomfield for a new Adult Care Facility at the state Veterans’ Home in Rocky Hill.

          The project is a 125-bed health care facility for frail and elderly veterans.  It represents the first new construction at the Rocky Hill facility since 1940.

           After signing the contract Tuesday, DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, “Our veterans have made great sacrifices for us.  Many have paid the ultimate price.  We must ensure that when they return home, they will receive the best care we can give them.

          “I want to thank Veterans’ Affairs Commissioner Linda Schwartz for her unwavering support and excellent cooperation throughout the design phase,” he added. “We look forward to an expeditious completion and delivery of this fine complex a year-and-a-half from now.”
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          “A facility of this caliber gives us a chance to repay the deserving men and women who have served our state and country so well,” said Governor M. Jodi Rell. “I also very much appreciate the federal-state partnership that is making possible this project and I am delighted that construction is about to begin.”
           Commissioner Schwartz said, “We have worked hard to bring these much needed improvements to the veterans of our state.  Without Governor Rell’s support and encouragement, we could not have achieved this goal in three short years.  We appreciate the professionalism and dedication of Commissioner Fleming and his staff.  This accomplishment is an excellent example of how government agencies can work together to make ideas a reality.  We see these improvements and the new facility as a renewal of Connecticut’s commitment to our veterans now and in the future.”

Sixty-five percent of the $33.8 million project will be funded by the federal government; the remaining 35 percent will be paid by the state. Construction will start shortly and completion is scheduled for December 2007.

          The architect for the project is Moser Pilon Nelson Architects of Wethersfield, and the construction administrator is the The Pike Company, Inc. of Kensington, Connecticut.

          The new Adult Care Facility will be a state-of-the-art, two-story brick complex covering 87,000 square feet.  It will consist of 50 two-person rooms and 25 single rooms, a central dining room, a library, chapel, recreation room, canteen and a barber shop.
(more)
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          The project will also include a comprehensive security system.

          Two other DPW projects at the Veterans Home campus include a new $4.6 million water distribution system throughout the hospital grounds for which construction will start on July 10 and fire safety code improvements estimated at $400,000 which are expected to start this summer.

          There are currently 510 veterans in residence at the Rocky Hill facility.  Connecticut is home to 310,000 veterans.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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