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Governor M. Jodi Rell, The State Department Of Public

Works And The Department of Veterans’ Affairs Dedicate
 New Health Care Center in Rocky Hill
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) Commissioner Dr. Linda S. Schwartz, and U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (USDVA) Deputy Secretary Gordon H. Mansfield officially dedicated the Sgt. John L. Levitow Veterans Health Center on the grounds of the State Veterans Home in Rocky Hill on May 22, 2008.
          The $33.8 million 125-bed residential health center – the first major construction completed at the Veterans Home in six decades – ushers in a new era of state-of-the-art health care for Connecticut veterans.
(more)
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          The new facility replaces the outdated veterans’ hospital built between 1937 and 1940.  Existing Rocky Hill veterans from all eras dating back to World War II who require long-term medical care are expected to move into the Levitow Health Center in stages later this summer. 

          “Today we swing open the doors of veterans’ health care in Connecticut into the 21st century,” said Governor Rell.  “What was a just a dream on this campus for so many years is now a reality before our eyes.  This remarkable new facility will significantly enhance our ability to fulfill one of our most important responsibilities in government – to serve and care for those who have served.  Veterans of all generations deserve the very best facilities and services we can provide – and now they have a first-class facility to call their home.”

          “This beautiful health center is the product of a vision, exceptionally hard work and unprecedented cooperation between the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the State of Connecticut,” said Governor Rell.  “This project is an example of government working at its best.  Coupled with our highly-dedicated health care staff, the Levitow Health Center will enable Connecticut to meet the ever-changing needs of veterans for decades to come.  This is a profound achievement.”
          DPW Commissioner Curtis stated, “The State of Connecticut is indebted to our veterans for the sacrifices they willingly made on our behalf in order to protect our country and preserve its ideals of freedom, justice and equality.  We repay our obligations to them, in part, by providing to them the best medical care possible.  We are assisted in providing such care by having this state-of-art facility.  The Department of Public Works is proud to have played a key role in the design and construction of this project.”
(more)
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          Commissioner Schwartz of the Connecticut DVA said, “Connecticut was the first state in the nation to commit to taking care of its veterans in a residential setting in 1863 – and this grand new facility continues our proud tradition of not forgetting those who have defended our freedom.  Today we renew that commitment and embellish this proud heritage.  Veterans past, present and future will all benefit from this truly first-class facility.  This Levitow Health Center will be the facility of choice for Connecticut’s veterans.”
          U.S. DVA Deputy Secretary Mansfield said, “This replacement home is just a small part of this Administration's multi-billion-dollar plan to realign, modernize and improve access to veterans health care facilities here in Connecticut, and across the country.  That's what happens when VA and its state partners are acknowledged, at the highest levels, as the very best health care system in America.”
          The ribbon-cutting ceremony also included H.C. “Barney” Barnum, Jr., Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Reserve Affairs) and Medal of Honor Recipient, USMC, Vietnam; Paul W. “Buddy” Bucha, President, Congressional Medal of Honor Society, Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient, US Army, Vietnam; Major General Thaddeus J. Martin, Adjutant General and Commander of the Connecticut National Guard, Rocky Hill Mayor Anthony LaRosa, singer Adrienne Nails, DVA, the Levitow family, and other state and local officials.

          Chaplains participating in the dedication were Rabbi Henry Okolica, Chaplain Emeritus, CTVA; the Reverend Francis Kula, Catholic Chaplain, CTVA; Reverend Carol-Ann Celella, Protestant Chaplain, CTVA; and Mr. Joseph Gray, Mohegan Tribal Nation.

(more)
-4-
          Governor Rell has named the new two-story, 87,000 square foot health center after Air Force Congressional Medal of Honor recipient and Connecticut native, Sgt. John L. Levitow, who worked and lived on the Rocky Hill campus for almost a decade.  Mr. Levitow, who died in November 2000, is one of only two Air Force enlisted members to ever be awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor and one of only five Connecticut citizens to receive the nation’s highest military honor for service during the Vietnam War.
          A plaque also was installed at the new facility in memory of DPW project manager Timothy Desroches of Killingworth, who passed away in 2006.  The tribute recognizes Mr. Desroches outstanding service to the Veterans Home.  He had managed numerous Veterans Home projects over many years, including the new Levitow Center.  He was also a 20-year veteran of the Connecticut Army National Guard.
          The general contractor for the Levitow Health Center was PDS Engineering and Construction, Inc., of Bloomfield. The architect for the project was Moser Pilon Nelson Architects of Wethersfield, and the construction administrator was The Pike Company, Inc. of Kensington, Connecticut.  Sixty-five percent of the cost of the project was funded by the federal government while the remaining 35 % was state funded.

          The new health center contains many details and design features that help create a comfortable, home-like atmosphere, while incorporating the latest, state-of-the-art medical and safety features.
          Veterans will reside on one of five “neighborhoods” which contain both single and two-person rooms and modern nursing stations.  The facility contains a specially designed Alzheimer’s unit complete with a separate dining room and hospice care areas located in each neighborhood.  The building also features a central dining room, recreation room, physical and occupational therapy center, courtyards, chapel, canteen, library, and barber shop.
(more)
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           The two-story brick building blends into the existing 90-acre State Veterans Home campus. Large windows throughout the facility give residents and visitors sweeping views of the Connecticut River Valley.  The building’s design allows for future wing expansion, if needed.  Currently 118 veterans are residing in the old health care facility.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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