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Public Works Will Terminate Tomasso-Owned Tunxis

 Management Contracts And Seek To Bar Future Awards
          Commissioner James T. Fleming of the state Department of Public Works (DPW) today announced that the Department will terminate existing contracts with Tunxis Management, Inc. of New Britain for property management services at state facilities.

       DPW had sought the Attorney General’s opinion on the day of Tunxis’ sentencing on April 25, 2006, to determine the appropriate course of action with respect to terminating the Tunxis Management contracts and disqualifying the firm from future contract awards.

          The Department of Public Works then conducted a review of existing contracts to determine which contracts might be affected and wrote a formal request May 16, 2006 asking the Attorney General for an opinion.   In addition to the terminations, the Department has been advised by Attorney General Richard Blumenthal that Tunxis Management may be disqualified from seeking state business in the future.
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The Tunxis property management contracts were for services at the state facilities at 25 Sigourney Street in Hartford and the Uncas-on-Thames campus in Norwich.  The contracts were scheduled to expire at the end of January 2008.

          Tunxis Management was sentenced on April 25, 2006 in U.S. District Court, along with its co-founder and president, William Tomasso, for its role in conspiring to defraud the government.
          The company’s role in the conspiracy was to provide personal and financial benefits to various state officials in return for preferential treatment in obtaining state contracts.  Tunxis Management was notified of the contract terminations today. 

           DPW Commissioner Fleming, in announcing today’s actions, stated, “In order to assure that this willful violation of the public trust does not continue to be rewarded with state business and taxpayer dollars and to assure the public that no current contract of the state has been obtained by corrupt means, DPW will terminate its existing contracts with Tunxis Management, Inc.”

          Commissioner Fleming added, “We are sending a clear message:  We expect contractors to play by the rules.  We will not tolerate or do business with companies or individuals who use corrupt practices to obtain public business.”
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To disqualify Tunxis from future contracts, state procedures call for the Department of Public Works to conduct a contested case hearing under the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act.  The company may appeal to Superior court.

         Following the Tunxis Management contract terminations, DPW will hire an interim firm to provide temporary property management services at 25 Sigourney Street in Hartford and the Uncas-on-Thames campus in Norwich.
          The Department will then proceed with its formal process of issuing a request for proposals for new long-term property management contracts.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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