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Governor Rell, DPW And Tunxis Community College Celebrate Library And Classroom Building Groundbreaking In Farmington
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and Tunxis Community College President Cathryn L. Addy, Ph.D., hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for a $34.4 million library and classroom building at the College’s 271 Scott Swamp Road campus in Farmington on May 15, 2006.

          The project will double the size of the existing College which is presently among the smallest in square footage in New England.  Completion is expected in the fall of 2007.

          “This long-awaited expansion will enable Tunxis Community College to serve thousands of additional students from the Farmington Valley well into this century,” Governor Rell said. “Connecticut’s community colleges are experiencing unprecedented growth and I am committed to providing our students and faculty with the best facilities possible.  Investments in our state colleges and universities are investments in our future quality of life.”
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           “This expansion project will create a much-needed modern library, with substantial classroom space and science laboratories.  The first phase of this expansion is an impressive rebirth for the College, and one that will benefit the entire region as well,” said DPW Commissioner Fleming.

          "We have been looking forward to this campus expansion for a very long time and are convinced that the service and facilities we can offer Tunxis students will be greatly enhanced by the new facilities,” said President Addy.
          Speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony also included Dr. Louise S. Berry, chair, the Board of Trustees of the Community Colleges; Chancellor Marc S. Herzog, Connecticut Community Colleges, State Senator Donald DeFronzo, New Britain, and State Representative Demetrios Giannaros, Farmington.

          The architect for the project is DuBose Associates, Inc., of Hartford, the contractor is M.A. Angeliades, Inc., of Trumbull, and the construction administrator is FIP Construction of Cheshire.
 
The project includes 95,000 square feet of new space consisting of a new 30,000 square foot library and a 65,000 square foot classroom building.  The new library will be built at the former site of Fisher Hall, which has been demolished as part of this project.  The greatly expanded library facility will also feature two computer classrooms and 14 study rooms.  The existing library, located at the opposite end of the courtyard, will become study space.
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          The new classroom building will consist of five science laboratories for Biology, Chemistry, Microbiology, and Physics; a dental hygiene suite and laboratory; computer graphics studios; art and photography studios; six classrooms, eight break-out rooms, and academic resource space.  The new addition will also feature a cyber-café. 
          Tunxis Community College originally opened its doors in October 1970 with 494 students.  Today the College serves over 6,000 students and provides an array of educational services and degree programs including courses in the fine arts, business, liberal arts & sciences, marketing, communications, dental hygiene and assisting, computer information, criminal justice, early childhood education, human services, engineering, and technology.

           The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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