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Public Works Announces Three Possible Sites
 For New Torrington Courthouse

          The State Department of Public Works (DPW) has narrowed the list of potential sites for the new Litchfield County Courthouse in Torrington from seven down to three.

          DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming today released the short-list of three possible locations, all in Torrington.  They are:  the Kelley site at Water and John Street; the Nidec site at 100 Franklin Drive; and the Timken site at 59 Field Street.
          The Torrington Courthouse Site Selection Panel consisted of five members including professional engineers and architects from DPW and the Judicial Branch.

          The panel’s recommendations were based on site visits, analyses of the proponents’ submittals, information from reviewing consultant, Bay State Environmental Consultants, Inc., and input from a public scoping meeting held March 23, 2005.

          The request for land for the state to develop a new courthouse in Torrington was published in September 2004 with responses due by November 23, 2004.
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          Nine proposals were received by DPW.  Two did not meet the minimum criteria for 3.75 acres; the remaining seven proposals were analyzed in detail.

          The planned courthouse will consist of a 160,000 square foot facility.  The estimated cost is $39 million.

          The final selection of a preferred site will be based on an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) report, in accordance with the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA), and public review and comment.  The EIE process is expected to be completed by the end of September 2005.

          Following a review by the state Office of Policy and Management, and the purchase of a site, DPW will select an architect for the design phase.  When the design is completed, the project will go out to bid for construction.  The project is expected to take two years to build.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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