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Site Selected For New Torrington Courthouse

          State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner James T. Fleming today announced the site selected for the new Litchfield County Courthouse:  the Timken property, the former Torrington Co. facilities, at 59 Field Street, Torrington.

          The decision was recommended by a panel of officials from the DPW and the Judicial Branch. The recommendation, approved by the Judicial Branch’s Chief Court Administrator Joseph H. Pellegrino, will be forwarded in the next few weeks to the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) for a final review.  With OPM’s approval, DPW will then begin negotiations to purchase the property. Following the purchase, DPW will begin the design and construction planning process.

          The courthouse project is estimated at $40 million.  An existing 43,000 square foot building on the site will be renovated and incorporated into the project; and a new four-story 117,000 square foot court facility will be built adjacent to it.
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          Three of the key factors that determined the state’s preference for the Timken site included the fact that it will be less costly to remediate the property; the existing building on the site can be renovated and used as part of the new Judicial complex; and the location is not in a flood plain.

          The final site selected was chosen from a list of seven potential Torrington locations which had been narrowed down to three in May 2005.  The three contenders named at that time were:  the Timken site, the Kelley site at Water and John Street, and the Nidec site at 100 Franklin Drive.  The state selection panel consisted of five members including professional engineers and architects from DPW and a Judicial Branch representative.

          The final selection of the preferred site was based on an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) report, in accordance with the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA), and public review and comment.  The EIE process was completed in the fall of 2005 and a public hearing was conducted in December 2005.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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