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          The Connecticut Department of Public Works (DPW) joined with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the City of Milford, and other state and local officials to celebrate the dedication of the new $2.4 million (including $1 million in federal funding) Silver Sands State Park/Walnut Beach Boardwalk in Milford on May 2, 2011.

         Cutting the ribbon were DPW Acting Commissioner Jonathan P. Holmes, DEP Commissioner Daniel C. Esty, Milford Mayor James L. Richetelli, Jr., and former State Representative and Speaker of the House James A. Amann.  
          The new boardwalk connects Silver Sands State Park and Milford’s Walnut Beach.  The ribbon-cutting was followed by a guided hike on the walkway.
          “We were glad to be a part of helping support DEP’s crucial missions,” said DPW Acting Commissioner Holmes.  “This will allow the public to further benefit from the state’s tremendous natural resources and could not have been accomplished without the support received from all levels of government and the hard efforts of all the workers involved.”
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         DEP Commissioner Esty stated, “Silver Sands is a beautiful shoreline treasure and the expansion of the boardwalk will make it more accessible and appealing to state residents and visitors.  Protecting Connecticut’s natural resources and providing opportunities to enjoy those resources are both crucial missions of the DEP.  This boardwalk was designed and built to highlight the beauty of this area while having a minimum impact on the shoreline environment.”
         Milford Mayor James L. Richetelli, Jr. said, “With the completion of this boardwalk, Milford residents once again can enjoy a scenic pedestrian link between two beautiful beach communities, Walnut Beach and Silver Sands.  I’d like to thank our State officials and in particular, former Speaker Jim Amann, for their tireless advocacy on behalf of this important project.”

          The boardwalk connects the city-owned Walnut Beach to the state-owned Silver Sands State Park.  The purpose of the project was to further Connecticut’s commitment to provide the public with more natural resource-based recreation by allowing more residents and visitors recreational access to Long Island Sound.  The span is designed for general public use and includes ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) accessibility.
          The new walkway is two-thirds of a mile in length (3,430 feet).  This includes 1,000 feet at Walnut Beach and 2,430 at Silver Sands State Park.  The existing Silver Sands boardwalk consisted of 600 feet, which brings the total length of the boardwalk to 4,030 feet.

          The decking is made of a composite wood fiber and polyethylene mixture.  It is designed to ensure longevity, strength, and low maintenance.  The railings, and support structure piles, and framing are made of preservative-treated wood.
(more)
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          The contractor for the project was LaRosa Building Group LLC of Meriden.  The engineer was BSC Group of Glastonbury.  The project was administered by the state Department of Public Works.

         The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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