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State Department Of Public Works Selects

 Proposal For Seaside Property in Waterford

          State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis announced today that Seaside in Waterford, LLC, whose manager is Mr. Mark Steiner, of Farmington, Connecticut, has been selected to purchase the former Seaside Regional Center property located at 36 Shore Road, in Waterford, Connecticut (“Seaside”).  The purchase price is $8 million. 

          A Request for Proposals (RFP) for the sale of Seaside was issued in December 2009 with proposals due January 29, 2010.  Seaside is a 32-acre waterfront property on Long Island Sound.  Originally opened in the 1930s as the Seaside Sanitarium, the facility was operated through the years by the Department of Mental Retardation (now known as the Department of Development Services).  It ceased operations in the facilities located on this parcel in 1996.  

          Commissioner Curtis had appointed five DPW staff members to comprise the Seaside Selection Committee for the purpose of conducting the review and interview process that would lead to a recommended selection from among the submitted proposals.
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          The Committee evaluated and analyzed each proposal using a set criteria which included such categories as the terms and conditions proposed, contingencies to the closing, closing date, feasibility of the proposal, willingness to provide public access to the waterfront, purchase price and payment terms, whether the proposal sought the imposition of any burdens or requirements upon the State, and ability of proposer to comply with the state contract affidavit requirements.

          The next step is for DPW and Seaside in Waterford, LLC to negotiate a purchase and sale agreement which must be approved by the Office of Policy and Management, the State Properties Review Board, the joint standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to the state revenue and the purchase and sale of state property and facilities and the Office of the Attorney General.  Prior to executing the purchase and sale agreement, however, the State will notify the Town of Waterford of the proposed sale as the Town has the right by statute to purchase the property on the same terms and conditions.
          DPW Commissioner Curtis stated, “Governor M. Jodi Rell has worked diligently to present and maintain a balanced budget in these difficult economic times, in part by promoting the sale of state surplus property.  At the same time, Governor Rell has ensured the general public quality access to this portion of the Connecticut shoreline.  I am very pleased with the progress we have made.  The selected proposal appears to be in the best interest of the state and the Town of Waterford and we look forward to bringing this process to conclusion.”
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          DPW Managing Attorney Kevin Kopetz, who served as Chairman of the Seaside Selection Committee, said, “I want to acknowledge all of the proponents who took the time and made the effort to submit proposals and participate in the extended interview process.  I want to take this opportunity to thank the other members of the Committee who performed their duties with great diligence and thoughtfulness that resulted in the choice of Seaside in Waterford, LLC as the proposal that best met the selection criteria.”
          Since no Purchase and Sale Agreement has been executed as yet, additional details on the selected proposal and the process must remain confidential at this time.  However,        DPW anticipates closing on the property by May 2011.


Seaside is among a number of state assets being offered for sale in an effort to meet revenue requirements contained in the 2010-2011 biennial budget to reduce the current budget deficit.  The budget approved by the Legislature in September 2009 calls for raising $15 million from the sale of state assets in the first year of the budget and $45 million in Fiscal 2011.
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