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Governor John G. Rowland Joins Public Works

 For SCSU Energy Center Ribbon-Cutting

          Connecticut Governor John G. Rowland, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and Southern Connecticut State University Interim President J. Philip Smith hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the completion of  the new SCSU Energy Center at the New Haven campus on February 26, 2004.

          The $24.8 million plant, located adjacent to the Moore Field house, replaces a nearly 60-year-old boiler plant and distribution system.  The new Center is designed to improve campus-wide energy efficiency, and adequately accommodate the university’s projected growth by tripling the amount of hot water capacity of the former plant.

          Commissioner Fleming stated, “The successful completion of this Energy Center  project – on time and on budget – marks a milestone in our master plan for the total transformation of the Southern Connecticut State University campus.”

          Governor Rowland, referring to DPW’s extensive building program at SCSU stated, “Southern is on the move.  I can’t wait to come back and see the changes that are taking place at this university.”
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          The general contractor for the new Energy Center was C.H. Nickerson of Torrington; the architect, Allan Dehar Associates of New Haven; the engineer, BVH of Bloomfield; the mechanical and electrical contractor, Ferguson of Plainville; and the construction administrator, Dimeo Construction of New Haven.

          Other key Public Works projects currently in construction at Southern include the $40 million expansion and renovation of Engleman Hall Arts and Sciences building which is set for completion this year; a $26 million residence hall and parking garage due to be completed by September; and a new state-of-the-art $24 million Student Center  expected to be completed in 2005.  The next major project is a $45 million expansion of Buley Library which will start construction in the summer.

          Currently more than 12,000 resident students and commuters are enrolled at Southern.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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