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State Department of Public Works And Southern Connecticut State University Dedicate New Michael J. Adanti Student Center In New Haven

          The state Department of Public Works (DPW) and Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven dedicated SCSU’s new state-of-the-art student center to the university’s late former President Michael J. Adanti in a special tribute ceremony on Sept. 13, 2006.

          Adanti, who died last year in a car accident while vacationing in Italy with his wife and friends, was a beloved figure both at SCSU and in his native Naugatuck Valley.  He served as president of the university from 1984 to 2003.

          Speaking on behalf of Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming stated, “President Adanti was a great friend of Public Works.  He spent many hours in our offices in Hartford working with our design and construction bureau managers to solve problems and to move projects forward.  He was wonderful to work with, bright, positive, a listener, a leader, and always dedicated to the students and staff of Southern.  So today’s dedication of this magnificent building to the memory of Mike Adanti is very special for those at DPW who knew him and miss him.”
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          Linda Adanti, the widow of Michael Adanti, was the featured speaker at the dedication ceremony, with SCSU President Cheryl J. Norton presiding.  Other speakers included David G. Carter, chancellor of the Connecticut State University System, Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman of the CSU Board of Trustees, Valerie F. Lewis, commissioner of the state Department of Higher Education, Ronald D. Herron, SCSU vice president for student and university affairs, and Paul Rossitto, president of the CSU Student Government.

          The red-brick and pre-cast concrete building has been the hub of campus life since it began operating in January.  Situated across from Buley Library, the four-story 125,000 square foot Adanti Center forms an impressive new gateway to the University.  The total cost of the facility was approximately $36.5 million.

          Among the amenities in the new building are a grand ballroom that can seat more than 500, a 200-seat theater, a fitness center, a food court, a bookstore, and copy center, and multiple meeting rooms and office space.

          The architect was Jeter Cook Jepson of Hartford, the construction administrator was Fusco of New Haven, and the contractor was Haynes of Seymour.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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