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Governor Rell Cuts Ribbon With Public Works and DEP At
Putnam Memorial State Park Dedication In Redding
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Gina McCarthy hosted a dedication ceremony for a $2.5 million restoration project at Putnam Memorial State Park in Redding on Oct. 5, 2005.

          Historic Putnam State Park is one of several state parks with history closely tied to the birth of our nation.  In the winter of 1778-1779, soldiers of the Continental Army under the command of General Israel Putnam camped at this site, earning it the nickname “Connecticut’s Valley Forge.”
          Governor Rell stated at the ribbon-cutting in front of the park’s pavilion, “I am proud of the rich Revolutionary War heritage surrounding this park, and of the work we have done to improve it and make it an even more inviting place to visit.  In the past year, more than $5 million has been invested in improving parks state-wide, and we are planning to make an additional $15 million available in both 2006 and 2007 to continue the improvements.”
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DPW Commissioner Fleming said, “The State Department of Public Works takes great pride in the successful completion of this project at Putnam Memorial State Park in Redding.  Working closely with the Department of Environmental Protection, together we are making great strides in preserving and improving our historic parks across the state.  As we re-tell the story of the Revolutionary War encampment here, let us also remember today our soldiers fighting for freedom in Iraq.”

Commissioner McCarthy said, “It is deeply moving being here today in a part of Connecticut so rich in our heritage and the beginning of our freedom as Americans.  The DEP is honored to be the steward of such a valuable site. We are committed to preserving the lands and buildings here for all of you to enjoy well into the future. I encourage everyone to bring families and friends here to enjoy the outdoors and learn about American history.”
         State legislators, local area officials and the Friends and Neighbors of Putnam Memorial State Park also took part in the dedication ceremony.

          The event marked the completion of a key DPW project that included restoration of a pavilion dating back to 1892, conservation of a bronze sculpture of Israel Putnam on horseback, reconfiguration of the state roads near the park’s entrance, and improved parking.
(more)
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          The contractor for the restoration was Kronenberger and Sons Restoration of Middletown.  The architect was Nelson Edwards Company Architects of Branford.  And the construction administration firm was Thornton Tomasetti of Trumbull.  The General Israel Putnam statue restoration work was completed by Francis Miller of Conserve Art of Hamden.
          In this project, the park’s 3,300 square foot pavilion was totally restored making it a year-round building.  The two-story structure serves as a visitors’ center and museum with a display area.  It also includes an information desk, the park manager’s administrative office, basement restrooms and mechanical and support space.

          A key component of the improvement project was the restoration of the bronze sculpture of Israel Putnam on horseback by Anna Hyatt Huntington and its relocation to a more prominent location on site.
          Another significant portion of the project involved the reconfiguration of the intersection of state routes 58 and 107, providing a safer entrance for the park.

         Putnam Memorial was established by the state in 1887 and became a state park in 1954.  In 2000, Putnam Memorial State Park became a protected State Archaeological Preserve.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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