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State Department Of Public Works And Education Department Host

 Groundbreaking For Total Reconstruction Of A. I. Prince

 Technical High School In Hartford

          State Department of Public Works Deputy Commissioner David O’Hearn, representing Commissioner James T. Fleming, and State Department of Education Commissioner Betty J. Sternberg hosted a groundbreaking for additions and major renovations at A. I. Prince Technical High School at 500 Brookfield Street in Hartford on September 21, 2005.

          The project, valued at $54.5 million in construction costs, consists of 265,000 square feet of renovations and 40,000 square feet of new space.  Completion is set for January of 2008.

          The master of ceremonies for the groundbreaking was Prince Tech’s Principal, William Chaffin.  Speakers at the event included Deputy Commissioner O’Hearn, Commissioner  Sternberg, Abigail Hughes, Superintendent of the State Technical High School System, State Senator John Fonfara, Hartford, and representing Hartford Mayor Eddie A. Perez, Councilman James Boucher.
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          DPW Deputy Commissioner O’Hearn, citing the importance of the Prince Tech project, stated, “One of the best ways the State of Connecticut can provide better economic and career opportunities for its residents is through the design and construction of the finest technical schools that we can build.  The administration has a program in place to do this, and A.I. Prince Technical High School in Hartford is a key part of this plan.”

         The architect for the project is Moser Pilon Nelson Architects, LLC, of Wethersfield; the construction administration firm is O & G Industries of Torrington, and the general contractor is the Fusco Corporation of New Haven.
         The project is designed to create a state-of-the-art technical high school through the total reconstruction of the existing facility.  The scope includes new additions, comprehensive expansion of all academic and trade areas of the facility, and a new 240-seat tiered lecture hall.

          Other components of the project include new plumbing, HVAC, electrical and fire protection systems, and a new building façade, a glass enclosed lobby, relocation of the main entrance away from the street to resolve traffic and safety issues, a new student bus loop on the east side of the building, new track, soccer and football fields, and new tennis courts.
          A.I. Prince Tech has an enrollment of 670 day students, with 40 night students and 28 apprentices.  The school’s staff consists of 120 faculty and support employees.
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          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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