For Immediate Release                                  Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

February 24, 2010                                          Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                        860-713-5790
                                                                        Patrick.nolan@ct.gov or

                                                                         www.ct.gov/dpw
Governor M. Jodi Rell, Public Works And Norwalk Community College Celebrate Science, Health And Wellness Center Groundbreaking
          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, and Norwalk Community College (NCC ) President David L. Levinson, Ph.D., hosted an official groundbreaking to celebrate the start of construction of NCC’s new Center for Science, Health and Wellness in Norwalk on February 24, 2010.

          The $38.3 million, three-story addition is scheduled for completion in September 2012.  The project, located on NCC’s West Campus, 188 Richards Avenue, Norwalk, is designed to meet a LEED certified rating (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) from the Green Building Council.
          Governor Rell stated, “In this extremely difficult economy, this project is a sign of our commitment to education and to keeping and growing jobs.  This is a great example of a smart investment:  It is a job generator from the moment the shovel hits the ground, and long after the job is completed, the benefits will continue.  This laboratory of learning will turn out highly skilled and much-needed health care workers.
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          “It will also showcase the technology and engineering that has made Connecticut a leader in environmentally-friendly industries, truly making it a jewel in our educational system.”

          DPW Commissioner Raeanne Curtis said, “Public Works is pleased to report that this will be a LEED-rated building, which means energy savings and a more environmentally friendly building inside and out.  This much-needed project is designed to fulfill the present and future requirements of Norwalk Community College’s excellent health and science programs.  We look forward to completion on time and on budget.”

         NCC President David Levinson said, “The new Center for Science, Health and Wellness will enable NCC to expand its capacity for educating nursing and allied health professionals and meet the growing healthcare workforce needs for Fairfield County.  This technologically-advanced center will benefit both NCC and the greater community."
          Participants at the groundbreaking included Governor Rell, DPW Commissioner Curtis, NCC President Levinson, Community College System Chancellor Marc S. Herzog, members of the Connecticut Community College System Board of Trustees, Norwalk Mayor Richard A. Moccia, state legislators, and other state and local officials.

          The project consists of a 55,000 square foot, brick and glass addition, and 28,500 square feet of renovations to the A-Wing.   The new addition will include program space for the Leadership, Fitness and Exercise program; classrooms and laboratories for the nursing and allied health programs; and new science laboratories and offices.  The renovated A-Wing will include classrooms and studios.
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          The architects for the project are Mitchell Giurgola Architects, New York, NY, and Fletcher Thompson Architects, Shelton, CT.  The contractor is The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company, New Haven, CT; and the construction administrator is LiRo Program & Project Management, New York, NY.
          The Center for Science, Health, and Wellness will provide a new home to the growing nursing and allied health programs, and state-of-the-art laboratories for the science program, which has occupied lab space from the 1960s-era Norwalk State Technical College facility. Renovations in the A-Wing will allow the Art department to expand into new space and provide much-needed classrooms.
          The $38.3 million project includes funding from private support raised by the Norwalk Community College Foundation, Inc., through the Campaign for Norwalk Community College, consisting of $2.38 million for construction costs and $7.5 million for furniture, fixtures and equipment.

          Norwalk Community College currently serves more than 6,400 students and enrollment is rising.  The College is known for its information technology courses and its health-related programs.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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