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For Immediate Release                                   Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

Sept. 18, 2007                                                 Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                         860-713-5790

                                                                         Patrick.nolan@ct.gov or

                                                                         www.ct.gov/dpw
Governor M. Jodi Rell And DPW To Host Two Dedication Ceremonies:

  Sept. 20 At NWCCC In Winsted And Sept. 25 At ECSU In Willimantic

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell will join with State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis to celebrate two ribbon-cutting ceremonies at key DPW higher education projects this month.

          The newly-completed Art and Science Center at Northwestern Connecticut Community College (NWCCC) will be dedicated on Sept. 20, 2007 (Thursday) at 2:30 p.m. in Winsted.  And the new Student Center addition and renovations at Eastern Connecticut State University (ECSU) will have its grand opening on Sept. 25, 2007 (Tuesday) at 10 a.m. in Willimantic.

          Governor Rell called the NWCCC Art and Science Center and the ECSU Student Center vital additions to these two campuses and important regional investments for the state.  “This beautiful new Art and Science Center and the first-class Student Center project will both attract students of all ages to come, to study and learn, and to improve their lives.  They are both wonderful, much-needed facilities for these fine institutions and for all of the residents of our state.”
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          Commenting on the upcoming events, DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis stated, “DPW is proud of these fine projects.  We look forward to working again with Northwestern and the state’s other community colleges, and with Eastern and the other state universities, as Governor Rell strives to upgrade our higher education facilities statewide, to make them the best in the nation.”

Northwestern Connecticut Community College’s Art and Science Center

         Dr. Barbara Douglass, NWCCC president, stated, “The opening of the new Art and Science Center heralds another promising chapter for the future of Northwestern Connecticut Community College.  The housing of fine arts and life sciences, two of NCCC’s strongest programs, will bring expanded opportunities to our students and the community.”
          The NWCCC dedication ceremony will be conducted in the atrium of  the new $11.5 million facility which is located at Holabird Avenue on the north end of the campus, opposite Green Woods Hall, on the east side of the Still River in Winsted.

          The speakers participating in the dedication program, in addition to Governor Rell, Commissioner Curtis, and President Douglass, will include Louise S. Berry, chair, Board of Trustees of the Community College System; and Marc S. Herzog, chancellor, Connecticut Community Colleges.  Local officials and area legislators are also expected to attend.
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          The Art and Science Center consists of a new 32,000 square foot, three-story building with Science laboratories, Fine Arts studios and classrooms.

          The new facility also includes a tiered lecture hall, an open atrium art gallery, student lounge, and faculty offices.  In addition, the project included a pedestrian bridge over the Still River, new windows in Green Woods Hall, and a new parking lot.

          The contractor for the project was M.A. Angeliades, Inc. of Long Island City, NY.  The prime architect was Tecton Architects, PC, of Hartford, with The Office of Michael Rosenfeld of Acton, MA, serving as consulting architect.

          NWCCC was founded in Winsted in 1965.  Today NWCCC serves 1,500 full and part-time students, most of whom come from the College’s 20-town service area.

Eastern Connecticut State University’s Student Center Addition and Renovations

          “The expansion and renovation project has given our Student Center a wonderful new look and feel,” said Eastern President Elsa M. Nuñez, “and the additional space allows us to bring together all student clubs and organizations under one roof.  With the Center becoming the hub of campus life, we can give students more opportunities for civic engagement and leadership, reinforcing the learning that occurs in the classroom.  The new Student Center is a critical element of our vision of a well-rounded liberal arts experience.”
          The ECSU Student Center ribbon-cutting will take place in the plaza in the front of the facility which is located in the center of the Willimantic campus.
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          Key speakers at the ceremony, in addition to Governor Rell, DPW Commissioner Curtis and ECSU President Nunez, will include Dr. David G. Carter, Sr., chancellor, the CSU system; and Lawrence D. McHugh, chairman, CSU Board of Trustees.

          The $18.5 million expansion and renovation nearly doubled the size of the existing Student Center to 72,000 square feet.  The project provided for a 31,000 square foot addition and 41,000 square feet of renovated space.

          The facility, which has become the focal point of campus life, features a long columned atrium lobby and bright, spacious interior.  Amenities include a food court, an expanded book store, a new 150-seat theater, a large fitness center, a multi-purpose ballroom, several open lounge areas, along with student center administration offices.

           The Student Center provides activity space for student organizations and clubs, bringing them all under one roof, and serves as home for the Student Government Association, the Intercultural Center, and Women’s Center, the Campus Activity Board, and the Student Activities Office.
          The contractor for the ECSU Student Center project was Newfield Construction, Inc., Hartford; the construction administrator was A/Z Corporation, Ledyard; and the architect was Svigal’s + Partners Architects, New Haven.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.

<><><>

Project Numbers:  BI-CTC-378 (NWCCC) and CF-RW-274 (ECSU) 
Directions to Northwestern Connecticut Community College, Holabird Avenue, in Winsted:  
From Hartford and points East
From Route 44 (Albany Turnpike): 
West from Hartford to Winsted
East from Canaan to Winsted

From I-91 South toward Hartford: 
Toward Bradley International Airport to Route 20. Route 20 to 219E. 219E to Route 318W to Route 44W to Winsted

From I-91 North toward Hartford: 
To I-84 West to Route 4 (Farmington) to Route 10N to left onto Route 44W to Winsted

From I-84 in Waterbury Region: 
To end of Route 8 N (toward Torrington), right onto Route 44W in Winsted

From I-90 E: 
Route 20, left to Route 8 S to Winsted

From I-90 W: 
Route 202 to Route 20 to Route 219S to Route 318W to Route 44 W to Winsted

Directions to Eastern Connecticut State University, 83 Windham Street, in Willimantic:

From Hartford 
I-84 East. Route 384 east to Route 6. Route 6 east to intersection of Routes 6 and 66. Left on Route 6 to second exit (High Street). Turn right onto High Street to campus entrance, 1/2 mile on right. 
From Springfield, Mass. and Points North 
I-91 south to Route 291 (Exit 35). Route 291 east to Route 384. Route 384 east to Route 6. Route 6 east to intersection of Routes 6 and 66. Left on Route 6 to second exit. Turn right onto High Street to campus entrance, 1/2 mile on right. 

From Boston, New Hampshire and Vermont 
Route 90 west (Mass. Pike) to Route 395 (Exit 10). Route 395 south to Route 6 (Exit 91). Route 6 west to intersection of Routes 6 and 66. Right on Route 6 to first exit. Turn left at next two lights. Campus is 1/2 mile on right. 

From Providence and Points East 
Route 6 west to North Windham. Bear right onto Route 6 highway to first exit. Turn left at next two lights. Campus is 1/2 mile on right. 

From Norwich and New London 
Route 395 north to Route 2 (Exit 81 W). Route 2 west to Route 32 (Exit 25). Route 32 north to Route 66 west. Turn right onto Jackson Street. Turn left onto Valley Street. Turn right onto High Street to campus entrance on left. 


From New York City and Points South 
I-95 north to I-91. I-91 north to I-84 (Exit 29). I-84 east to Route 384 (Exit 59). Route 384 east to Route 6. Route 6 east to intersection of Routes 6 and 66. Left on Route 6 to second exit. Turn right onto High Street to campus entrance, 1/2 mile on right. 

From Central New York State and Points West 
I-84 east to Route 384 (Exit 59). Route 384 east to Route 6. Route 6 east to intersection of Routes 6 and 66. Left on Route 6 to second exit. Turn right onto High Street to campus entrance, 1/2 mile on right. 
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