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Public Works Celebrates Completion Of Manchester Community College

Arts, Sciences and Technology Center

          Governor John G. Rowland, along with state Department of Public Works (DPW) and Manchester Community College (MCC) officials and state legislators, cut the ribbon celebrating the dedication of MCC’s new Arts, Sciences and Technology Center on May 2, 2003.

          The $30 million classroom, laboratory and faculty office building marks the completion of the college’s new campus, and paves the way for the removal of the original 30-year old modular classroom buildings located in the East Campus.

          “It warms my heart and soul to see this transformation from the old buildings to the new,” said Governor Rowland.  “Those who study here are enriching their lives and the lives of their families.  Be assured, our investments in higher education will not stop in troubled times – progress will continue.”

          State Department of Public Works Commissioner T.R. Anson stated, “This is an  excellent example of an inspiring design brought to fulfillment through top quality construction.  I am also pleased to note that this very substantial project was completed on schedule and on budget.”
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          The master of ceremonies at the dedication was Dr. Jonathan M. Daube, president of MCC.  The speakers at the event, in addition to Governor Rowland, were Marc S. Herzog, chancellor of Connecticut’s community colleges, Professor Emerita Eleanor Coltman, former MCC president, and Richard P. Meduski, chief executive officer of the Savings Bank of Manchester.  The new Village Garden was named in honor of Eleanor and Ed Coltman.  The new auditorium, which was funded in part through a $500,000 grant from the Savings Bank of Manchester, was named the SBM Charitable Foundation Auditorium.

          The Arts, Sciences and Technology Center was built by Haynes Construction Company of Seymour.  The architect was Centerbrook Architects of Centerbrook, CT.   Centerbrook also designed MCC’s new Learning Resource Center which was dedicated in October 2000.  The newly completed facility connects to the Learning Resource Center and continues its same architectural style.

          The new Arts, Sciences and Technology Center contains 19 classrooms, 15 math, science and writing labs, 12 fine arts labs, 2 music labs, and 40 faculty offices.  Additional spaces include conference rooms, an art gallery, café, outdoor studio, patio, student lounge, administrative offices, an information booth and computer kiosks.

          The modernistic two-story glass and steel facility forms an arc that ends in a five-story office tower.  The arc encloses an oval courtyard that also includes an academic village made up of several one-story brick buildings.  The total project comprises 142,000 square feet of new space including a first-class 390-person auditorium.
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          This year marks Manchester Community College’s 40th anniversary.  The college, which is conveniently located off of  I-84 in a park-like campus, serves over 12,000 students a year.  The faculty consists of 361 teachers. 

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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