For Immediate Release                                                 Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

May 26, 2006                                                                Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                                       860-713-5790

                                                                                       Patrick.nolan@po.state.ct.us
                                                                                       or www.ct.gov/dpw
Public Works Leads Way In Energy Efficiency

 And Greenhouse Gas Reduction

          According to the U.S. Green Building Council, two out of the four buildings in Connecticut that meet the requirements of a “Green Building” are projects that were developed and administered through design and construction by the state Department of Public Works.

          DPW earned this distinction for its work involving two completed dormitory projects:  Centennial Hall at Western Connecticut State University in Danbury, a residence hall and parking garage; and the West Campus Residence Complex and parking garage at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven.

          DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming commended the Public Works’ staff for its dedication in achieving this goal, known as LEED certification (“Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design”) for these two buildings.  “I am very proud of our employees who have pursued this important objective for our projects.  Their efforts will lead to lower operating costs, energy efficiency, better indoor air quality and long-term reductions in air pollution,” said Commissioner Fleming.

(more)

-2-

          The LEED designation verifies an environmentally friendly design and sustainable building construction.  A sustainably-designed building is more energy efficient, has better indoor air quality and occupant comfort, less environmental risk, uses materials that are less detrimental to natural environment, and uses the building site's natural resources wisely in order for the environment to continue to sustain itself.   
          Other key DPW projects in that are in the process of earning LEED certification by the U.S. Green Building Council include the newly completed Science Building at WCSU, and the Science Building in construction at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic.

           The two newly certified LEED DPW projects were both completed in the fall of 2004.   The WCSU dormitory and parking garage was a $26 million project built by Konover Construction of Farmington and designed by Herbert S. Newman & Partners, PC of New Haven.  The SCSU residence hall was a $26.3 million project.  The contractor was Fusco of New Haven and the architect was SLAM Collaborative of Glastonbury.

          The two other projects listed by the US. Green Building Council as LEED certified in Connecticut are the Mark Twain House and Museum Center in Hartford, and the Pfizer Inc. Clinical Research Unit in New Haven.

          The LEED Green Building Rating System® is a voluntary standard for achieving the goal of producing a new generation of buildings that deliver high performance inside and out.
(more)
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          LEED provides a complete framework for assessing building performance and meeting sustainability goals by emphasizing state of the art strategies for site development, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and indoor environmental quality.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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