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Governor M. Jodi Rell Officially Reopens Kent Falls State Park After Completion of $1.1 million DPW Improvement Project


Governor M. Jodi Rell officially reopened Kent Falls State Park in a ribbon-cutting ceremony held at the falls off Route 7 in Kent on July 5, 2006.  The event follows the completion of a $1.1 million renovation project at this scenic and popular park.  The project included rebuilding the quarter mile trail that rises 250 feet in elevation to the top of the falls, and designing an open area at the base of the falls allowing for better access to the trail.

“This ribbon cutting marks the beginning of a new era for this unique park and demonstrates the value of investing in our state park system,” said Governor Rell.  “The spectacular water falls, the dazzling fall foliage and the scenic vistas from the top make Kent Falls a must-see in anyone’s outdoor plans.  We have invested state funds here to make certain this park remains a safe and attractive destination for our families and visitors to our state – and for future generations as well.  We are making the same investment at several other state parks across our state because these wonderful parks are part of what makes Connecticut such a special place to live or visit.”
(more)
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          State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming stated, “The Kent Falls State Park Scenic Trail and Overlook project is one of those projects we hope everyone will come up and see.  It is a great place to learn about the pleasures of outdoor life.  I have personally hiked this trail many times with my family and have had great picnics here as well.  For this project, DPW had a wonderful design and excellent workmanship.  I am very proud of the key role the Department of Public Works plays in administering projects that both enhance the quality of life in Connecticut and will be here, for all of us to enjoy, for many years to come.”
          The designer of the project was Vollmer Associates of Hamden, and the contractor was Realife Land Improvement, Inc. of Patterson, NY.

Commissioner McCarthy said, “It is a distinct pleasure to reopen Kent Falls State Park, one of Connecticut’s jewels in the state park system.  The park has an impressive series of waterfalls, marvelous vistas and so much more.  Whether you come in the spring when flow of the waterfalls are at their peak, visit during the coldest days of winter when the falls become a huge ice sculpture, or in the fall, foliage viewing, you’ll have the greatest viewing and photo opportunities ever.  Visited by more than 107,000 people each year, these waterfalls are among the most photographed in the entire northeast.”  

          Speakers at the park’s reopening ceremony, in addition to Governor Rell, Commissioner McCarthy and Commissioner Fleming, included State Sen. Andrew Roraback, State Rep. Mary Ann Carson and First Selectman Ruth Epstein of Kent.

(more)
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The improvement project addressed erosion of the trail caused by use for decades of hikers who wore down the footpath and made navigation of the trail difficult.

          The quarter mile trail that rises 250 feet next to the falls was completely rebuilt.  Along the trail, a combination of cut granite and native stone stairs was installed replacing wooden stairs; steel posts and a stainless steel cable railing system were built to replace the wooden rails; and five scenic outlooks made of cedar wood were incorporated along the ascent to the top of the falls.  The Park’s main attraction was closed for the last ten months for completion of the work.

          Visitors may now safely view the falls at the base of the falls on a new stone terraced area allowing for better access for everyone under the American with Disabilities Act.  Benches have been added along the route.  Planting of native materials such as fern, wild ginger, laurel, summer sweet, spicebush, wintergreen, shadblow and oak help keep people on the trail, frame the spectacular views and reduce soil erosion.

          Kent Falls State Park is among Connecticut’s oldest state parks, acquired in 1919 by a gift of 200 acres by the White Memorial Foundation.  Additional donated parcels and purchases have increased the size of the park to over 300 acres.  The area was developed in the 1930’s by the Civilian Conservation Corps and the Civil Works Administration.  In the mid 1970’s considerable trail reconstruction was done by the Youth Conservation Corps of Connecticut.
(more)
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          The covered bridge in the park is an authentic reproduction built in 1974 by park employee Edmund Palmer.
           The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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