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February 11, 2003 1085 Willowdala Road
HETA 20010445 Morgantown, WY 26505-2988
Tntemm Letter 1
Mikec Winkler
President F:‘q 2
Admimstrative and Residual Employees Tnion B St AEy

705 Worlth Mountain Road, Swite A211
Newmgton, Connecticut 06111

Decar Mr. Winkler:

This nlenim letler and report are in regards 1o a health hazard evaluation request from the
Admimstrative and Residual Employees Umon Local 4200 representing office workers at
25 Sigourney Street in Hartford, C'onnecticut. The interim report contains some of the
environmental data NIOSH has colleeted to date at the facility. The data are being
provided at this time to aid in targeting remediation efforts. 'We suggest that Department
of Public Works review the data to identify potential areas where further mvestigation
rmight be warranted.

We are also providing thns mformation 1o the other cmplovee unions {AFSCME, CFEPE,
CEUT, CSEA, NEHCEU and SEIU), the Connecticut Department of Public Health, the
Department ol Public Works, the Depariment of Revenue Services and the Department of
Social Serviees.

The intenm report contains the following information:

Body of the Report

The body of the report describes the sampling methods. Bnelly, NIOSH staff conducted
an cnvironmental sampling survey from December 17-20, 2001, on the 17" floor at 25
Sigourncy Strect. The 177 floor was slated for carpet replacement m late Diecember
2001; samples were taken before carpet removal as an estimate for mstoncal exposures.
The rest of the buildmg (Floors 5-20, including the 17" floor) was sampled April 2-11,
2002, We collected air, chair and Moor dust samples. The laboratory has returmed the
resulls rogarding enlturable {ungi load in the chair and fleor dusts. This repori
summarizes the results from the culturable fungi analyses from chair and floor dusts.
Also included are temperature, relative humidity, and particle counts m atr and surlace
waler activity in chair and (loor.

Please note thal the microbiological analyses of the dust are difficult to interpret because
there arc no standards apainst which to compare the resulis. No standards or puidelines
have been sct by NIOSH, the Oecupational Safety and Health Admimistration {OSHA), or
the American Conferenee of Governmental Industrial Hygiemists (ACGTH) fer culturable
fung in dust. These samples were laken, not to detenmine whether there was {fungal or
haclenal growth, rather, 10 help ns understand the microbial ecology 1n the buildmg. in
additien, the sample locations were not randomly distributed throughoot the buliding,
The sampling sitcs were sclecied based on cmployee responses (reported symptoms
runged [rom nonc to several) from the Scptcmber 2001 questionnaire resulls. The
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sampling strategy was designed 1o be linked with the heatth data, not necessarily as a
stand-alone outcome. Cur analysis of the environmental data in relationship to health
oulcome is in the preliminary stapes because we have not received all of the other
environmental results from the laboratones.

Appendix A: Sammary of Results hy Floor
Appendix A provides summary statistics {or the environmental data caleporized by

agency and floor.

Appendix B: Sampling Location Maps

Appendix B contains the sampling location maps with arbitrarily assigned sampling
murtbers.

Appendix C: Summary of Data for Each Sampling Location
Appendix C contains the summarized data for each sampling location.

Appendix I>; Raw Data for Each Sampling Location
Appendix T contains the raw data for each sampling location.

Appendix E: Research Papers
There are very few studies of chair and floor dusts in occupaticnal seftings. We have

enclosed in Appendix E two research papers investigating floor and chair dusts in office
and residential settings (Chew et al., 2001; Chao ct al,, 2001). Thesc may help put some
of the enclosed results into perspective.

If you have any questions regarding the information provided in this letter and interim
report, please do not hesitate to contact us at 1-800-232-2114.

Sincerely,

(st

Carol Y. Rao, Sc.D.
Industrial Hygiemst

Epidemiclogist
Field Studies Branch
Division of Respiratory Disease Studies
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Axn Bracker, UCHC/DOEM Jill Hurst, SEIU

Jackie Brown, DPW Sakvator: Tuciano, AFSCME
Jorry Browm, NEIICEU Rudolph Jones, DSS

Bob Cerritelli, CFEPE Rich Palo, Conn-OSTIA
Bfary I.on Fleissner, DPH Steven Perruceia, CEUT

Kevin Forsa, DES Rohert Rinker, CSEA



