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Ceremony Names New Britain State Office Building

After Joseph H. Harper, Jr.
          Governor M. Jodi Rell and the Connecticut Department of Public Works today hosted a dedication ceremony naming the state office building at Ten Franklin Square in New Britain the Joseph H. Harper, Jr. Building.

          New Britain native Joseph H. Harper, Jr., is known for his nearly 27 years of government service including five years at the municipal level, 16 as a state legislator, two as Assistant State Treasurer, and three and one-half as a vice president at Central Connecticut State University in New Britain.
          “Joe Harper is a Connecticut treasure,” said Governor Rell.  “Over three decades, he has tirelessly served others and his community as a dedicated public servant.  We are a better state and better people because of his life’s work.  This is a permanent and fitting tribute in a city that truly loves Joe Harper.”

          State Senator Donald J. DeFronzo of New Britain said, "Today's dedication is a fitting tribute to an outstanding public official, Joe Harper has always remembered where he came from and who he really represents.  Joe's vast and enduring popularity is rooted in the fact that he is, and remains, one of us."
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            A plaque unveiled at the ceremony reads, “Joseph H. Harper, Jr., Building, in honor of a beloved son of New Britain for a lifetime of dedicated service.”  The building is being named in Harper’s honor pursuant to a public act of the General Assembly.
           The Ten Franklin Square building houses the Department of Public Utility Control, the Office of Consumer Counsel, and the Connecticut Siting Council.

          The speakers at the dedication ceremony included Governor Rell, Lieutenant Governor Kevin B. Sullivan; U.S. Representative Nancy L. Johnson, Fifth District; U.S. Representative John B. Larson, First District; Mayor Timothy T. Stewart, City of New Britain; Commissioner James T. Fleming, DPW; Commissioner Anthony J. Palermino, DPUC; Joseph H. Harper, Jr., and State Senator Donald J. DeFronzo of New Britain , the master of ceremonies.

          Harper served in the State Senate from 1983 to 1995; in the State House of Representatives from 1979 to 1983; and as a local official from New Britain from 1972 to 1978.  Harper is currently vice president for government relations at the Hospital for Special Care in New Britain.

         During his years in the legislature, Harper became renowned for his commitment and ability to get support for his diverse constituencies in a district made up of a major urban center and two suburbs.
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          Major projects accredited to him include: completion of Routes 9 and 72 through New Britain; redesign of exit ramps for downtown New Britain, including construction of an additional exit ramp; a new Judicial District centered in New Britain which included 200+ new jobs, a new courthouse and parking garage; and five noise barrier projects to protect New Britain and Plainville residents from excess noise pollution.

          Harper also backed funding for a new professional minor league baseball stadium; funding for new and expanded classroom facilities at CCSU; reconstruction of Farmington Avenue in Berlin; funding for numerous capital and program projects for economic development, parks and various health, social service and community agencies in New Britain, Berlin and Plainville.

          In 2003, in recognition of his record and expertise, Harper was appointed Chairman of the Task Force on Accountability, Creativity and Efficiency (ACE), established by the bi-partisan leadership of the Connecticut General Assembly to seek out new and innovative cost-saving measures for state government.

          In October of 2004, Harper retired from state service as Vice President for External Affairs at CCSU, where he had purview of the University’s non-academic outreach programs, its involvement in issues of regional economic development, and its working relationships with governmental entities at the local, state and federal levels.
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          In his second and concluding term in the State House of Representatives, Harper chaired the Program Review and Investigations Committee.  During his twelve-year tenure in the State Senate, Harper served as Deputy President Pro Tempore, and also chaired the budget-writing Appropriations Committee for eight years, the Labor and Public Employees Committee, and the Program Review and Investigations Committee.
          Harper also co-chaired the Commission to Reorganize State Government (known as the Harper-Hull Commission), which examined the entire structure of state government and developed proposals to reduce costs and improve delivery of services.  Harper was also a leader in the development of the fiscal reforms enacted in 1991, which included the adoption of a state income tax, a spending cap, a biennial budget cycle, and generally accepted accounting procedures.

          Harper received his Bachelor’s Degree in History and his M.S. in International Studies from CCSU, and his M.P.A from the University of Connecticut.

          The building being named in Harper’s honor, Ten Franklin Square, is a two-story 63,000 square foot state office building developed in New Britain by DPW in 1996.  The facility is adjacent to the New Britain Courthouse which was built in the following year.

          Three state agencies are housed at Ten Franklin Square:

          The Department of Public Utility Control (DPUC), which is the agency responsible for regulating utility services including electric, gas, water, telecommunications and cable television companies, setting rates and ensuring safe and reliable service throughout Connecticut.

(more)

-5-

          The Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC), which is responsible for advocating for the interests of Connecticut’s utility ratepayers in administrative hearings, court appeals and other proceedings.

          The Connecticut Siting Council (CSC), which regulates the siting of electrical generating facilities, transmission lines, microwave towers, and waste management facilities, to protect residents and the ecology of the state.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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DIRECTIONS

Parking is available in the municipal garage behind the Department of Public Utility Control (DPUC) facility.

FROM NEW HAVEN AREA:

North on I-91 to Route 9 North New Britain/Berlin. Take the second New Britain exit, "Downtown New Britain," Exit 26. Turn left at light at end of exit onto Bosco Drive. Follow it around curve. Turn right into driveway to parking garage. DO NOT park in lot (it is reserved for far right building (Liberty Square). DPUC is on other side of garage. Enter DPUC from courtyard side facing courthouse.

FROM NEW LONDON AREA:

Interstate 95 to Route 9 North. Take the second New Britain exit, "Downtown New Britain" Exit 26. Turn left at light at end of exit onto Bosco Drive. Follow it around curve. Turn right into driveway to parking garage. DO NOT park in lot (it is reserved for far right building-Liberty Square). DPUC is on other side of garage. Enter DPUC from courtyard side facing courthouse.

FROM NORWICH AREA:

Take Route 2 West (Exit 5-D) to Putnam Bridge in Glastonbury. After crossing Connecticut River, follow signs to 91 South. Continue on 91 South. Take Route 9 North (Berlin/New Britain). Take the second New Britain exit, "Downtown New Britain," Exit 26. Turn left at light at end of exit onto Bosco Drive. Follow it around curve. Turn right into driveway to parking. garage. DO NOT park in lot (it is reserved for far right building- Liberty Square). DPUC is on other side of garage. Enter DPUC from courtyard side facing courthouse.

FROM HARTFORD AREA, MASSACHUSETTS, ETC.

From I-91 South take I-84 West to Exit 39A. Take Route 9 South to Chestnut Street Exit 27 (left-lane exit). At the end of exit, turn right onto Chestnut Street, then left at next light (1/2 block) onto Columbus Boulevard. Turn right at the next light onto Bosco Drive. Follow it around curve. Turn right into driveway of parking garage. DO NOT park in lot (it is reserved for far right building - Liberty Square). DPUC is on other side of garage. Enter DPUC from courtyard side facing courthouse.

FROM BRIDGEPORT AND WATERBURY AREA:

North on Route 8 to I-84 East to Exit 35 (Route 72 East). Continue on Route 72 East to "Route 71 to Main Street" Exit 9. Go right at light at top of the ramp; then go straight through next light (Chestnut Street). In about one block, turn left into driveway to garage adjacent to DPUC. DO NOT park in lot (it is reserved for far right building- Liberty Square). DPUC is on the west side of the garage. Enter DPUC from courtyard side facing courthouse.

