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Governor M. Jodi Rell, Public Works And Education Department Host

Groundbreaking At Goodwin Tech In New Britain

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and State Department of Education Interim Commissioner George A. Coleman hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for additions and major renovations at E.C. Goodwin Technical High School at 735 Slater Road in New Britain on Sept. 11, 2006.

          The $61 million project includes new and renovated academic classrooms, technical shop space, administrative areas and support space, new athletic fields, and new parking lots.  The project is scheduled for completion in March of 2009.

          Governor Rell praised the students and staff of Goodwin Tech for their academic accomplishments, and their valuable contribution to Connecticut’s technical workforce.  She also noted that the state is currently investing in a major upgrade of the entire technical high school system.  Gov. Rell stated, “Together, we are creating the best technical high school system in the country.”

(more)
-2-
          DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, “This is the first major project at Goodwin Tech in over 25 years.  This much-needed modernization and expansion will greatly benefit the students, the faculty and the workforce in the New Britain region for many years to come.  We at DPW are proud to be playing a vital role in this terrific project, and look forward to its completion, on time and on budget.”
          Interim State Education Commissioner Coleman said, “This will be a great day for Goodwin Tech, for the City of New Britain and for the entire Technical High School System.  We are very pleased that this project has begun and look forward to bringing students from the region a high-tech, state-of-the-art facility for learning.”

          Goodwin Tech Principal Stephen Anderson stated, “We are really raising graduation and admission standards, and these renovations reflect that new philosophy:  ‘We provide students with the best because we expect the best from them.’”

          Speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony included Governor Rell, U.S. Representative Nancy Johnson, 5th District, DPW Commissioner Fleming, Interim State Education Commissioner Coleman, and New Britain Mayor Timothy T. Stewart.  The master of ceremonies was Goodwin Tech Principal Anderson.

          The contractor for the project is Konover Construction of Farmington; the architect is Kaestle Boos Associates, Inc., of New Britain; and the construction administrator is Downes Construction Company, LLC, also from New Britain.
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          The new addition to the school will total 64,000 square feet of space, and the renovations  will encompass 176,000 square feet.

          Goodwin Tech was built in 1962 and serves 11 towns in the New Britain region.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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