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Ceremony Marks Placement Of Final Beam At Gateway

 Community College’s New Campus In Downtown New Haven

          The state Department of Public Works (DPW) joined with Gateway Community College (GCC) students, faculty and staff, and Dimeo Construction Company officials on Jan. 20, 2011 to celebrate a topping-out ceremony, the placement of the final beam for GCC’s new campus in downtown New Haven. 

          The $198 million project is being built at the site of the former Macy’s and Malley’s department stores at 2 Church Street.  The project is scheduled for completion in September 2012.

          The ceremony, a long-standing tradition in the building industry, featured a beam signing by guests, and the raising of the beam with an evergreen tree and U.S. flag affixed to it to symbolize growth and attract good luck.
          Speakers included Commissioner Michael P. Meotti, Department of Higher Education, representing Governor Dannel P. Malloy; and Dr. Dorsey L. Kendrick, President of GCC.
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          Other participants included Marc S. Herzog, Chancellor of the Community College System; Kelly Murphy, Deputy Mayor for Economic Development, City of New Haven, representing Mayor John DeStefano, Jr., Michael Kihn, Higher Education Market Leader, Perkins + Will, architect, New York; Stephen F. Rutledge, Chief Operating Officer, Executive Vice President, Dimeo Construction Company, construction manager, Providence, RI, state legislators, and other state and local officials.

          DPW Acting Commissioner Jonathan Holmes stated, “I would first like to recognize our former Commissioner, Raeanne V. Curtis, now retired, whose hard work and unwavering commitment to the downtown New Haven Gateway Community College project has brought us to this point.  I am also very proud of the expertise and professionalism of the DPW staff in administering this terrific project.  It is our Department’s largest project in construction at this time, and it is also the state’s first public building designed to be gold-certified in Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED).   Finally, I’m pleased to report that we are on schedule and on budget.”

          GCC President Kendrick said, “Over the past year, we watched with excitement as the steel frame for our state-of-the-art new campus began to take shape.  Today’s milestone points us toward the wonderful reality that our grand opening is just a little more than a year away.”
(more)
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          Dr. Kendrick added, “This is the beginning of our legacy for the next 50 years.  Truly, education is the passport to the future.”

          The completed project will consist of two four-story buildings totaling 360,000 square feet and a 600-car parking garage.  In addition, DPW has completed an agreement to lease 700 spaces in New Haven’s Temple Street garage adjacent to the site.
          The new campus will feature 90 classrooms, 10 meeting spaces, 22 computer labs, a two-story library, a culinary center, a bookstore, a health center, an early learning facility, and a small-business center.

          Gateway Community College is one of the fastest growing community colleges in Connecticut.  The college serves more than 11,000 students, including 6,800 credit students from 24 towns and cities in the greater New Haven area.  The new campus will increase enrollment capacity by 50 percent.

          The project is being administered by the state Department of Public Works.  The architect for the project is Perkins + Will of New York City.  The construction manager is Dimeo Construction Company of Providence, Rhode Island and New Haven, and the construction administrator is Gilbane Building Company of Glastonbury.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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On schedule and on budget – The state Department of Public Works’s largest construction project at this time, the $198 million Gateway Community College campus in downtown New Haven, was the site of a Topping-Out ceremony Jan. 20, 2011, to mark the raising of the final beam.  Standing in front the U.S. flag and evergreen tree affixed to the beam are (left to right), Kelly Murphy, deputy mayor for Economic Development, City of New Haven, representing Mayor John DeStefano, Jr.; Marc Herzog, chancellor, Connecticut Community Colleges; Commissioner Michael P. Meotti, state Department of Higher Education, representing Connecticut Governor Dannel P. Malloy; Bill Villano, Regional Workforce Development Board of Greater New Haven; Dr. Dorsey L. Kendrick, president of Gateway Community College; Stephen F. Rutledge, chief operating officer and executive vice president of Dimeo Construction; Chris Cozzi, Operating Engineers Union Business Agent; Michael Kihn, higher education market leader, Perkins + Will, architect; Acting Commissioner Jonathan Holmes, state DPW; and Vicki Bozzuto, dean of continuing education and workforce development, GCC.  (DPW photo by Anthony Calabrese)
