[image: image1.png]$
i



[image: image2.png]



For Immediate Release                                   Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan
October 28, 2008                                            Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                         860-713-5790

                                                                         www.ct.gov/dpw
                                                                         or patrick.nolan@ct.gov
State Department Of Public Works And Department Of Public Safety

 Host Groundbreaking Ceremony For Connecticut Forensic Science

 Laboratory Addition And Renovations In Meriden

          Connecticut Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, Department of Public Safety (DPS) Commissioner John A. Danaher III, and Dr. Henry C. Lee, DPS Chief Emeritus, hosted a groundbreaking ceremony for the Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory, Phase III, addition and renovation project at the Forensic Science Laboratory campus in Meriden on October 27, 2008.

          Phase III consists of an $8 million addition to the Forensic Science Laboratory, and renovations in the existing facilities. The project is scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2009.
 (more)
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          The primary purpose of the project is to consolidate DPS laboratory space, some of which is located at Clinton Street, Hartford, into a single, centralized location at the DPS campus at 278 Colony Street in Meriden.
          Governor M. Jodi Rell said, "The Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory has served the criminal justice community with distinction for many years.  The Laboratory is known for its record of quality and reliability.  This project will consolidate and centralize the Laboratory's functions and result in even greater effectiveness, efficiency and cost-savings."

          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V.Curtis stated, "We at DPW are proud to be playing a key role in the design and construction of this project, Phase III of the expansion and modernization of the Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory.  I look forward to a successful completion, on time and on budget.”
         DPS Commissioner John A. Danaher III said, “We are delighted that we will be able to bring our Toxicology Laboratory, our Computer Crimes Laboratory, and our Mitochondrial DNA section all together into this new building, Phase III of our Forensic Laboratory.  This will permit the entire forensic laboratory to function more efficiently and effectively.  We are grateful to the Governor and all who brought this project to this point.”
          The speakers at the groundbreaking ceremony included DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, representing Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, DPS Commissioner Danaher, III, and former Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety and Chief Emeritus Dr. Henry C. Lee.  The master of ceremonies was Lt. David E. Rice, C.O., DPS Division of Scientific Services.
(more)
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          The project consists of a 21,750 square foot two-story masonry and glass addition, similar in style to the existing wings of the facility.  The new space will house the Forensic Science photo imaging laboratory, toxicology wet laboratory, work stations, offices, and storage areas.
          The architect for the project is Tecton Architects of Hartford, the contractor is Nutmeg Companies of Norwich, and the construction administrator is A-Z Corporation of Ledyard.

          This project is the third phase of DPW’s design and construction work at this complex.  Phase I was completed fourteen years ago and was dedicated on Dec. 20, 1994.  That phase housed the DNA data bank and blood analysis unit.  Phase II was completed nine years ago and was dedicated on Feb. 25, 1999.  That portion housed the ballistics unit, photography lab and lecture hall.  Both Phases I and II were designed in-house by DPW architects.
         The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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