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Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department Of Public Works, And Department Of Public Safety To Dedicate The Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory Addition And Renovations Phase III In Meriden on April 23, 2010

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell will join with the Connecticut Department of Public Works (DPW) and the Department of Public Safety (DPS) to host a dedication ceremony for the new $8 million Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory Phase III addition and renovations in Meriden on April 23, 2010 (Friday) at 2 p.m.

          The ribbon-cutting will take place at the front entrance of the facility located at 278 Colony Street, Meriden, CT 06451.

          The speakers at the event will include Governor Rell, DPS Commissioner John A. Danaher III, DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis, and former DPS Commissioner and Chief Emeritus Dr. Henry C. Lee.  The master of ceremonies will be Kenneth Zercie, Director, Forensic Science Laboratory, DPS Division of Scientific Services.

          The dedication marks the completion of the third phase of the expansion, modernization, and consolidation of the state Department of Public Safety’s Division of Scientific Services Forensic Science Laboratory in Meriden.
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             DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis said, “The purpose of this project was to centralize forensic services for greater efficiency, effectiveness and cost-savings, as well as to provide forensic examiners and investigators the room needed to successfully complete their casework.  We at DPW have accomplished our mission.  This beautiful state-of-the-art laboratory addition will also provide for future growth as forensic science technology advances.”
          Public Safety Commissioner John A. Danaher stated, “Our nationally recognized Forensic Science Division works to support all of Connecticut’s law enforcement agencies in our state.  Our forensic scientists, working in the Scientific Services Division, serve all of the people of Connecticut as they examine evidence from crime scenes to help investigators solve crimes. The consolidation of forensic science services in our state-of-the-art facility will only enhance what I consider to be the finest group of forensic investigators.”
          The $8 million Phase III project included the consolidation of DPS laboratory space from Clinton Street, Hartford, and other locations, into a single facility at the Colony Street campus in Meriden.
          The new addition consists of a 21,750 square foot two-story masonry, brick and glass laboratory and office wing.  The exterior matches the look of the existing facility.  The new space houses the Forensic Science Laboratory’s Controlled Substances and Toxicology Laboratories, the Computer Crimes and Electronic Evidence Unit, work stations, offices and storage areas.
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          The contractor for the project was the Nutmeg Companies of Norwich, the architect was Tecton Architects of Hartford, and the construction administrator was A-Z Corporation of Ledyard.

          The project represented the third phase of DPW’s design and construction work at this complex.  Phase I, completed in 1994, houses the DNA, CODIS data bank, Forensic Biology and Trace /Chemistry units.  Phase II, completed in 1999, houses the Firearms and Toolmark unit, Photography/Imaging Lab, Latent fingerprints, and AFIS, Documents/Imprints Unit and lecture hall.
           The Connecticut Forensic Science Laboratory is known for its long record of quality and reliability.  The Laboratory receives casework from state and local police and fire departments, Prosecutor’s and Public Defender’s Offices, and federal agencies.  Cases range from “hard drug” cases for identification of illicit substances, biological samples, testing for alcohol, drugs and poisons, to computer crimes.  Reports generated by the Laboratory are used in courts of law in criminal cases and are supported by the expert testimony of laboratory scientists.

         The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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