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State Department Of Public Works Facility Earns National Energy Award

          The state of Connecticut was awarded an Energy Star Label for superior energy efficiency at a 75-year-old building in Hartford occupied by the state Department of Environmental Protection and managed by the state Department of Public Works, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced recently.

          By achieving excellence at this building, the state is demonstrating that a government building can save money and benefit the environment with a sound energy management strategy, EPA officials said.
          The building awarded with the Energy Star designation is at 79 Elm Street in Hartford.  EPA officials hosted a plaque presentation at the facility on June 15, 2005.

          DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming stated, "As a former ranking member of the legislature's Environment committee I am keenly aware of the importance of conserving our planet’s energy resources, and as Commissioner of the Department of Public Works I am very proud of the part played by our staff at DPW working to conserve energy, save taxpayers' dollars, and protect the environment.”
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          Commissioner Fleming continued, “My thanks to DPW's Jonathan Holmes, Manuel Becerra, and Stephen Murphy.  Their efforts are making an important contribution to our quality of life in Connecticut."
          "The state of Connecticut is proving to be a national leader in energy efficiency and environmental innovation," said Robert W. Varney, Regional Administrator of EPA's New England regional office, in announcing the award in Hartford.  "This government is proving that energy efficiency is good management, good for the environment, and good for the public."
          The award was given to both DPW officials and DEP Commissioner Gina McCarthy.
          The Energy Star program brings governments a proven energy management strategy to save energy and money while demonstrating environmental leadership.  The program’s benchmarking tool helped Connecticut to assess the energy performance of its buildings.  Buildings scoring 75 or higher on the 1-100 National Energy Performance Rating scale are eligible for the Energy Star label.

          The 79 Elm Street building scored 90 out of 100.  With the average building scoring a 50, this building uses far less energy, cuts air pollution, and saves Connecticut taxpayers money.
          Compared to the average office building, the DEP building uses one third less energy.
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          This translates into avoiding more than 2 million pounds of carbon dioxide emissions a year -- the equivalent of taking more than 240 cars off the road or cutting energy consumption by more than 2600 barrels of oil.  It also saves taxpayers more than $300,000 each year.

          The building, half of which was built about 75 years ago and added onto and renovated 10 years ago, shows how efficient technologies and good management can combine to help older buildings perform at a high level.

          The Connecticut Building Energy Conservation Program is upgrading more than 20 buildings, with annual energy savings of more than 10 million kilowatt hours a year, and millions of dollars in state energy bills.

          EPA introduced Energy Star in 1992 as a voluntary, market-based partnership to reduce air and water pollution through increased energy efficiency.  The program helps businesses and consumers save energy and money while protecting the environment for future generations.  Last year, Energy Star helped Americans save enough energy to power 20 million homes and reduce greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to those from 18 million cars – all while saving consumers and businesses $9 billion.
          The Energy Star label is awarded to buildings that demonstrate superior energy performance.  Energy Star's national performance rating system ranks building energy performance on a one to 100 scale based on energy usage per square foot, normalized for weather, climate, occupancy and other factors.
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          Buildings scoring 75 or higher that meet standards for indoor air quality, lighting, ventilation, and thermal comfort, are eligible for the label.  Since 1999, 14 buildings in Connecticut have earned the designation, including: K-12 schools, office buildings, supermarkets, and hospitals.
          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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