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Connecticut Department Of Public Works Receives Huge

 Response At Open House And Seminar In State Armory

          A capacity crowd of architects, engineers and construction administrators attended the Connecticut Department of Public Works-sponsored Open House and “Formal Selection Workshop” held at the Hartford Armory on November 10, 2004.

         Nearly 300 consultants representing some 85 firms took part in the day-long event hosted by DPW.

          The purpose of the workshop and open house was to provide seminars for the staffs of architectural and engineering firms to brief them regarding new DPW policies and procedures, and also to provide them with the opportunity to present their services to DPW managers, project managers and assistant project managers.

          “This is an example of DPW reaching out to companies to meet with our staff in an open setting, and for us to provide them with important information.  The turnout was tremendous,” said DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming.

          One CEO from a local architectural firm commented, “DPW should be applauded.  This is a terrific service to the design and construction industry.”
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          The attending firms were allocated table space on the Armory’s main floor to display materials representing their work.  In addition to meeting DPW staff, many firms noted that it was very beneficial for them to get to know their competitors as well as other firms with which they may want to partner for a particular project.

          The workshops consisted of four sessions held in the morning and repeated in the afternoon.  The question-filled seminars took place in meeting rooms in the Armory’s lower level.

          DPW managers conducting the instructional classes focused on four areas:  “Acquiring Work with DPW” presented by DPW’s Bruce Bockstael, chief architect/administrator of client teams; “Legal Issues” presented by Attorney Denise Rodosevich, “The DPW Formal Consultant Selection Process” presented by Ann Nichols, administrator of risk management; and “The Consultant Evaluation Process” presented by Allen Herring, chief engineer.

          DPW Deputy Commissioner David O’Hearn and Don Ouillette, DPW team leader, coordinated the event.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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