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Five Projects Highlight State Department

 Of Public Works’ Fall Schedule

          The State Department of Public Works joined with other state and local officials to celebrate five major construction projects at two groundbreakings and three ribbon-cuttings during the fall of 2004.

          The five projects total nearly $90 million in construction costs.

          The projects that broke ground were the $12 million Child and Family Development Resource Center at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic, and the $9 million parking garage at the new Superior Court on Hoyt Street in Stamford.

          The three completed projects were new residence halls in New Haven, Willimantic and Danbury for the Connecticut State University System.

         DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming noted in his remarks at each of the dormitory dedications that all three projects were completed within only one year’s time.  Each opened on-schedule and on-budget in August 2004.

          The three dormitories are:  the $26.3 million West Campus Residence Complex at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven; the $12.8 million South Residential Village Building One at Eastern Connecticut State University in Willimantic; and the $26 million Residence Hall and Parking Garage at the Westside Campus of Western Connecticut State University in Danbury.
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          All of these residence halls were financed through the Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities Authority (CHEFA) with revenue bonds paid through student fees.  The authority funds residence halls, student centers, dining halls, parking garages and health facilities.

ECSU Child And Family Development Resource Center
          Governor M. Jodi Rell joined with DPW Commissioner Fleming and ECSU President David G. Carter at Eastern’s North Campus for the ceremonial groundbreaking of the Child and Family center project on Oct. 14, 2004.

          Governor Rell said, “My administration is committed to creating an early childhood education system that is the best in the country.  Eastern is to be commended for developing this new innovative facility.  This program will help provide a great start for so many children in our communities, helping youngsters get the care and support they need to be able to succeed in school and in life.  It will also provide state-of-the-art training for future early childhood educators.”

          The Child and Family Resource Development Center is slated for completion in the summer of 2005.  The 40,000 square foot complex will consist of two buildings --  a Child Center Area and a Classroom Building Area.  The exterior will reflect the architecture of the area – Victorian homes, mills and agricultural buildings.
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         The interior of the Child Center will include toddler and infant rooms, activity rooms, learning spaces, a kitchen, Social Services offices, Community Education room, Family Resource room, Family-Teacher workspace, Director’s Office and support areas.   The Classroom Building will include classrooms, faculty offices, and support areas.

          The Child and Family Resource Development Center was designed by Karl Norton Architect, with design consultant New England Design, both of Mansfield.  The contractor is Konover Construction of Farmington, and the construction administrator is C.R. Klewin Northeast of Norwich.

Stamford Courthouse Parking Garage

          DPW Commissioner Fleming and Judge Joseph H. Pellegrino, chief court administrator, led the groundbreaking ceremony for the parking garage at the Stamford Courthouse in Stamford on Oct. 25, 2004.

          The 625-car parking facility is expected to be completed by the fall of 2005.

          At the groundbreaking Commissioner Fleming cited the strong support of Governor Rell in moving the much-needed project forward.

          Commissioner Fleming also acknowledged several other officials for their consistent cooperation including Judge Pellegrino, Stamford/Norwalk Judicial District Administrative Judge John F. Kavanewsky, Jr.; State Senator Andrew J. McDonald; Speaker of the House of Representatives, State Rep. Moira K. Lyons, and Stamford Mayor Dannel Malloy.
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          The parking garage will provide safe, separate parking for the Judicial Branch, police, jurors, and the public.  The design calls for four floors above ground level and two stories below.  It will connect into the west side of the courthouse’s existing parking area under the courthouse.

          The project also features landscaping on the north side of the courthouse to include a tree-lined courtyard with benches and walkways leading to Hoyt Street.

          The contractor for the project is Konover Construction of Farmington and the architect is BL Companies of Meriden.

SCSU West Campus Residence Complex

          Dr. Cheryl J. Norton, president, Southern Connecticut State University, and DPW Commissioner Fleming hosted the ribbon-cutting ceremony officially opening the university’s new West Campus Residence Complex on Sept. 29, 2004 at the New Haven campus.

          President Norton, the recently inaugurated SCSU president, stated:  “The college experience is not just academics in the classroom.  It is in the dormitories where we learn to work, live and grow together 24-7.  Fine new facilities like this one will help ensure the success of this campus.”

          The five-story red-brick residence hall houses 350 students in single and double suites.  It also includes two large multi-story lounges, eight study lounges, five computer labs, and a laundry room.  The adjacent parking garage has spaces for 455 vehicles.
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          Two other major DPW projects currently in construction at SCSU are the expansion and renovation of the Engleman Hall Arts and Sciences Building, and the new Student Center, both of which are expected to be completed in 2005.  A third key project is the $38 million Buley Library addition and modernization which is set to start construction late this fall.

          SCSU’s new residence hall complex was built by Fusco Corporation of New Haven; the construction administrator was Jeter, Cook & Jepson, Inc. of Hartford; and the architect was SLAM Collaborative of Glastonbury.

ECSU South Residential Village

          On Oct. 24, 2004, Dr. David G. Carter, president of Eastern Connecticut State University, and DPW Deputy Commissioner David O’Hearn led the list of dignitaries officially dedicating Building One of the South Residential Village.

          This building is the first of three residence halls that will comprise the new South Residential Village at the Willimantic campus.

          The entire village, a $49 million project, will provide on-campus housing for 750 students with 250 beds in each building.  Building One opened its doors to new freshmen students on Aug. 27, 2004.  The two remaining buildings will open in August 2005.

          DPW Deputy Commissioner O’Hearn commended the Eastern staff for the strong cooperation between the university and Public Works that has facilitated the great progress made in modernizing and expanding this campus.
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          President Carter said, “The vision for quality education at Eastern began in 1889.  Today, 115 years later, we continue to build on that legacy.  The South Residential Village demonstrates the commitment of Governor M. Jodi Rell to higher education in Connecticut.”

          The Village offers students apartment-style living with all three buildings consisting of suites, each with either single or double bedrooms, a kitchen and living room.  The facilities also include computer labs, lounges, study rooms, and recreation/game rooms.

          The contractor is Manafort/Perini Joint Venture of Plainville and the architect is ADD, Inc. of Cambridge, MA.

WCSU Westside Campus Residence Hall

          Western Connecticut State University’s new president Dr. James W. Schmotter, DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming, and other state and local officials hosted the dedication for WCSU’s new Westside Campus Residence Hall in Danbury on Oct. 25, 2004.

          Speaking at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, President Schmotter commented on future projects upcoming, and the university’s gratitude for the recently completed 350-bed Westside residence hall.

          “Our students love it.  Our colleagues at Public Works did a terrific job implementing this project.  We look forward to many more of these events,” said Dr. Schmotter.
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          Commissioner Fleming noted that a substantial Public Works project on the WCSU midtown campus, the $41 million Science Building, is on schedule, on budget, and expected to be completed by next spring.

          The next major project destined for WestConn is a $13 million Student Center planned for the Westside Campus which is expected to go out to bid for construction by the end of this year.

          The new Westside Campus residence hall was built by Konover Construction of Farmington.  The architect was Herbert S. Newman Partners of New Haven.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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