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ENVIRONMENTAL MONITOR 
The official site for project information under  

the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act 
May 17, 2005 

Scoping Notices 

1.  NEW!  Proposed Public Health Laboratory (Rocky Hill) 
2.  NEW!  New Milford Water Pollution Control Facility (New Milford) 
3.  Tiered Parking Facility at the Wilton Railroad Station (Wilton) 
4.  Parking Facility at the Stratford Railroad Station (Stratford) 
5.  Brookfield Sanitary Sewer Extension (Brookfield) 
6.  Improvements to the Interstate 84 Corridor (Danbury, Bethel, Brookfield, Newtown, 
Southbury, Middlebury, Waterbury) 
7.  Route 8 Environmental Impact Evaluation (Derby, Ansonia) 
 

The next issue will be published on June 7, 2005. 
Subscribe to e-alerts for The Environmental Monitor. 

 
Scoping Notices 

Scoping Notices have been issued for the following state projects.  These projects are in 
the earliest stages of planning.  At the scoping stage, detailed information on a project's 
design, alternatives, and environmental impacts does not yet exist.  Sponsoring agencies 
are asking for comments from other agencies and from the public as to the scope of 
alternatives and environmental impacts that should be considered for further study.  
Send your comments to the contact person listed for the project by the date indicated. 
  

 
 
1. Notice of Scoping for Proposed Public Health Laboratory 
 
Municipality where proposed project might be located: Rocky Hill 
  
Address of Possible Project Location: West Street, Rocky Hill, CT (adjacent to the Veterans’ Home) 
  
Project Description: The Department of Public Health (DPH), in conjunction with the Department of 
Public Works, is proposing to construct a new state public health laboratory involving approximately 
120,000 square feet of building, associated site improvements, and approximately 200 parking spaces 
on existing state-owned property in Rocky Hill.  The project location involves state property that is 
currently under the care and custody of the Department of Environmental Protection and the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  The current Public Health Laboratory is located at 10 Clinton Street 
in Hartford, Connecticut. 
  
The Public Health Laboratory provides analytical services to the state’s health care, public health, and 
environmental providers.  The Laboratory supports DPH’s public health programs in disease detection 
and monitoring, Biomonitoring, environmental health, and the Safe Drinking Water program.  The 
Laboratory also provides laboratory support for other state agencies, including the Departments of 
Environmental Protection, Agriculture, Consumer Protection, Public Safety, and Labor, as well as the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
  
The proposed facility would provide new state-of-the-art laboratories to support current testing 
programs, provide necessary facilities improvements to incorporate future advances in laboratory 



 

 

technology for the detection of disease causing agents, and provide the ability to expand services into 
areas such as genetics testing and molecular diagnostics.  
  
Project Map: Click here to view a map of the project area. 
  
Written comments from the public concerning the nature and extent of any environmental 
impacts of the proposed action are welcomed and will be accepted by or with a postmark date 
of: June 18, 2005. 
  
A Public Scoping Meeting for this project has been scheduled according to the following: 
  

DATE: June 13, 2005 

TIME: 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm (doors open at 6:30 pm) 

PLACE: Rocky Hill Town Hall, Council Chambers, 761 Old Main Street, Rocky Hill, Connecticut 

NOTES: The purpose of the public scoping meeting is to receive public comments and to provide 
additional information regarding the proposed action. 
 
Written comments should be sent to: 
  
Name: Elise Gaulin-Kremer, Ph.D. 

Public Health Administrator 
Agency: Department of Public Health 
  
Address: 10 Clinton Street 
 P.O. Box 1689  
 Hartford, Connecticut 06144 
  
Fax: (860) 509-8697 
E-Mail: elise.kremer@po.state.ct.us 
  
If you have questions about the public meeting, or other questions about the scoping for this 
project, contact: 
  
Name: Tim Desroches, Project Manager 
Agency: Department of Public Works 
  
Address: 165 Capitol Avenue 
 Room 460 
 Hartford, Connecticut 06106 
Phone: (860) 713-5925 
Fax: (860) 713-7270 
E-Mail: timothy.desroches@po.state.ct.us 
  
The agency anticipates releasing an Environmental Impact Evaluation for this project for public 
review and comment in the fall of 2005. 

 
 









 







 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

• Email Comment 
 

• From: Smith, Jeff [mailto:Jeff.Smith@po.state.ct.us]  
Sent: Friday, June 17, 2005 9:03 AM 
To: 'elise.kremer@po.state.ct.us' 
Cc: Desroches, Timothy; Bolton, Jeffrey 
Subject: Scoping Comments - Proposed Public Health Laboratory, Rocky Hill 

 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment of the proposed project.  OPM's comments are as 
follows: 

We note that the majority of the proposed project site is within an Existing Preserved Open 
Space (EPOS) land use category on the Conservation and Development Policies Plan for 
Connecticut, 2004-2009.  In general, continued maintenance of these open spaces is a high 
priority of the Plan and development there is generally discouraged.  Page 57 of the approved 
Plan indicates that the state should: 

"Approve actions not consistent with long-term preservation only when it is demonstrated that 
there are overriding social, economic, and public benefits and there are no feasible 
alternatives;" 

Any future CEPA document should consider the above criteria when evaluating consistency 
with the C&D Plan. 

We would also note that this property was assigned an Open Space land use designation by 
DEP.  It would be useful to us in our review of the EIE if the reason behind that designation, 
the current environmental value of the property, and DEP's future interest in the property (if 
any) could be explained.  We also suggest that the EIE contemplate mitigation efforts that 
would provide for a no net loss of preserved open space land.  Perhaps DEP's ongoing land 
acquisition efforts funded under the Natural Heritage program could play a role in any 
proposed mitigation efforts included in the EIE.  Towards that end, it may be useful for you to 
contact the Land Acquisition Unit of DEP. 

If there are any questions in regard to these comments, please call or email. 

-Jeff Smith- 

Jeffrey Smith, Planning Specialist 
Office of Policy and Management 
450 Capitol Avenue 
MS#52ASP 
Hartford, CT 06106 

Phone: 860-418-6395 
Fax: 860-418-6495 



 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX B 

Alternative Sites Considered  



 

 

 



 

 

Proposed New State Public Health Laboratory  
Alternative Sites Considered 

 
Potential DPH Laboratory Site Selection Criteria Not Met 

UConn Health Center       
Farmington 

Inadequate space available for DPH operations; SPHL 
operational needs would conflict with the UConn 
Health Center campus master plan. 

VA CT Healthcare System  
Newington 

Inadequate space and available space presented 
unacceptable abatement and engineering issues. 

Bradley Research Center                
Meriden 

Existing structure was in unsuitable condition; poor 
location; costs of renovation prohibitive. 

BEACON Public Health Campus 
Concept plan – no specific site 

Proposed public-private joint venture. Concept plan 
only without an identified site or potential funding 
source. 

FarmGlen Executive Center           
Farmington 

Property was office space; costs of renovation 
prohibitive.  

FarmTech Property                         
Farmington 

New owner had plans to subdivide the property for 
incompatible uses. 

1075 Kennedy Road                       
Windsor 

Unsuitable location and incompatible surrounding land 
use. 

425 Sullivan Ave.                           
South Windsor 

Unsuitable location and incompatible surrounding land 
use. 

150 Knotter Drive                           
Cheshire 

Property sold; no longer available. 

Ames site                                        
Rocky Hill 

Potential security issues; incompatible with adjacent 
dense neighborhoods. 

CCSU property                               
New Britain 

High traffic volume and site access issues; surrounding 
incompatible land uses; need to acquire adjacent 
private property; potential unknown environmental 
limitations; potential conflict with CCSU master plan. 

Pinnacle Heights property               
New Britain 

High local traffic volume; incompatible with abutting 
residential land use and nearby schools; remaining 
portion of property may be developed as mixed use 
complex. 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX C 
Traffic Volumes and Diagrams 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

Crash Summary 
 
Crash data for the state routes in the study area were obtained from ConnDOT for a three-year 
period from January 1, 2001 through December 31, 2003.  A total of 94 accidents took place 
in the study area during this time, with 37 of the accidents resulting in injuries.  There were no 
crashes involving fatalities.  There also were no crashes involving pedestrians. The following 
table provides a summary of the crashes occurring in the study area, including most 
commonly occurring accidents. 
 
Most of these accidents involved turning collisions, either head-on, intersecting or angle-type 
turns, or involved rear-end collisions.  The turning accidents were characterized by motorists 
violating traffic control or failing to grant right-of-way to other vehicles.  The rear-end 
collisions were characterized by motorists following too closely.   
 
The largest number of accidents (25) occurred at the intersection of West Street and I91 SB 
Ramps.  Sixteen of these accidents involved head-on turning collisions.  Also prevalent at this 
intersection were rear-end collisions (5).  Fifteen of the 25 accidents resulted in injuries. 
 
Twenty-one accidents took place at the intersection of West Street and Route 3.  Nine of these 
accidents involved head-on turning collisions and eight of the accidents were rear-end 
collisions.  Nine of the 21 accidents resulted in injuries. 
 
Eleven accidents occurred at the intersection of West Street and I91 NB Ramps.  Three of 
these resulted in injuries.  Four of the accidents involved head-on turning collisions and two 
were intersecting turning collisions. 
 
Eight accidents took place on West Street from Route 3 to Corporate Place, two of which 
resulted in injuries.  Four of the accidents involved rear-end collisions and two of the 
accidents were same direction sideswipe collisions. 
 
Eight accidents occurred at the intersection of West Street and Route 99, one of them 
resulting in injuries.  Three of the accidents were rear-end collisions. 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 

 
APPENDIX D 

Consultant Disclosure Form 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 


