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Commissioner Fleming Makes Recommendations For Reuse of Connecticut Juvenile Training School in Middletown 


On August 1, 2005, Governor Rell announced the closing of the Connecticut Juvenile Training School (CJTS) in Middletown. To protect the state’s investment in the buildings at CJTS, the Governor said that the Middletown facility would be re-used for other state purposes. At that time she requested that the Department of Public Works (DPW) make an assessment of the school property and determine whether any current or anticipated space needs for state agencies might be accommodated by the facility.


Today, DPW Commissioner James Fleming is submitting a report to the Governor that makes specific recommendations for the reuse of the facility. “We are recommending that the re-use of CJTS move forward as a Multi-Agency Complex,” Commissioner Fleming  said. “This use will be the more cost-effective of the options that we explored and should provide for the broadest set of benefits for state agencies.”  

DPW conducted a survey of the various state agencies, soliciting requests for space from agencies expressing an interest in, or that were suitable for consideration for, utilization of space at the training school.
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            The Commissioner’s report discusses the space requirements submitted by the various agencies and identifies possible uses of CJTS that maximize use of the existing facility with agencies that can function effectively side by side.

  The recommended option would create a state office park complex consisting of elements of the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS), the Department of Information Technology (DOIT), the Department of Education (DOE), the Department of Consumer Protection ( DCP), the Department of Mental Retardation (DMR) and the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS).


 In considering the alternatives, the DPW placed great weight on the fact that DMR has exceeded their existing space and may no longer be able to fully provide the services required of the agency.  Similarly, DCP is in the position of having to perform some existing building modifications in order to maintain accreditation in some of its programs.  Finally, the State Vocational-Technical school system has a shortfall in capacity which could be satisfied within the CJTS.

The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.  The department is charged with managing the state facilities plan and the housing and equipping of state offices throughout the state.
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