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Governor Rell Joins Public Works

At National Guard Ribbon-Cutting

          Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell, State Department of Public Works Commissioner James T. Fleming, and Major General William A. Cugno, Connecticut National Guard Commander and Adjutant General, hosted a ribbon-cutting ceremony marking the completion of a new training support building at Camp Rell in Niantic September 11, 2004.

          The $1.6 million facility was named the Col. Robert B. Nett Leadership Hall in honor of World War II Medal of Honor recipient and New Haven native, Col. Robert B. Nett (ret.), who along with his wife Frances also participated in the ceremony.  

          Speaking at the dedication, Governor Rell said, “To the men and women who serve this great nation, today – September 11th – is a day to move forward.  The dedication of this new training hall is one of many steps we are taking at this beautiful camp to make it the best in the nation.  I am very proud of this effort.”

          DPW Commissioner Fleming stated, “As Commissioner of Public Works, it gives me great satisfaction to know that my agency is playing a key role in the planning, design and construction of new facilities at this vitally important National Guard training facility.  To the many soldiers who are here today who have served in the Gulf region, we salute you and thank you for your courage and dedication to the goal of trying to bring peace to that region of the world.”

          The new 6,420 square foot single-story brick building consists of a large meeting hall, a lobby, offices, and storage and equipment rooms.  The multi-purpose facility will serve as an assembly area for leadership training classes for officers and non-commissioned officers, as well as for other presentations and activities.

          The funding for the project was split between the state and the federal government.

          The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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