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Public Works Selects Developer For New 

Bridgeport Juvenile Detention Center
          The State Department of Public Works (DPW) has selected Turner Construction Company of Milford to build a new Juvenile Detention Center in Bridgeport, DPW Commissioner James T. Fleming has announced.

          The new juvenile detention center and juvenile court will replace the existing substandard and overcrowded facility located at 790 Fairfield Avenue in Bridgeport.

          The project, which has received full legislative funding, will be constructed at 55 Congress Street, Bridgeport, on land now owned by the State of Connecticut saving millions of dollars and years of delays in the event the state were to move to a different location.   The total cost of the project is estimated at $54 million including construction and anticipated environmental costs.

          The state of Connecticut is currently operating under a federal court order to construct a juvenile detention facility to accommodate the needs of children in southwestern Connecticut. 
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          Commissioner Fleming stated that DPW intends to proceed with the project now that the construction manager has been selected.  “This facility is desperately needed for children utilizing the existing Bridgeport juvenile detention facility which has been deemed inadequate by the courts.  This new facility will satisfy the terms of the Consent Judgement reached with the federal courts,” he said. 

          Judge Joseph H. Pellegrino, Chief Court Administrator stated, “To say that the Judicial Branch is pleased with this latest development is an understatement. Funding for a feasibility study for a new juvenile facility in Bridgeport was first authorized in 1990. Fourteen years later, this project is more important than ever before.  Commissioner Fleming has been instrumental in moving this project along, and we are extremely grateful for his commitment to our shared goal.”

          “We are glad to see that this project is moving along,” stated Bridgeport Mayor John M. Fabrizi.  There is no question that a new facility is sorely needed and that our youth will be better served once it is completed.”

          Commissioner Fleming added, “Be assured this new complex will not only be an asset to the state of Connecticut, we are also planning for it to be an attractive facility within the city of Bridgeport.”

          Judge Pellegrino stated that “the state’s goal is to provide the best services we can to the juveniles in our care.  Staff at our current facility in Bridgeport have done a Herculean job in taking care of these children amid less than optimal surroundings.
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          “Even with these limitations, this detention center and the detention centers in New Haven and Hartford have been accredited by the American Correctional Association and the National Commission on Correctional Health Care.  That makes Connecticut the only state-operated juvenile detention system in the country that is fully and dually accredited by the ACA and NCCHC, and we are very proud of our employees in the detention centers.  Nevertheless, a new juvenile detention center in Bridgeport only stands to improve the services that we offer.  We look forward to making a new facility a reality and continuing our partnership with Commissioner Fleming and the Department of Public Works.” 

          Turner Construction was selected as the developer through the state’s design-build selection process.  Earlier this year, TBI Construction of New Britain, was eliminated when Commissioner Fleming terminated their contract due to concerns that current circumstances could cause potential delays in the delivery of the facility.  Turner’s score in the selection process evaluations then made the firm the top ranked proponent out of the four developers vying for the contract.  The two others were Konover Construction of Farmington and Frank E. Downes of New Britain.

          “We have taken great care to ensure that the design-build selection process is competitive, open and fair,” said Commissioner Fleming.  The design-build selection process involves a panel of professionals from the DPW and Judicial who evaluate proponents based on a wide range of criteria including price, past experience, financial viability, quality of design and the proposal’s adherence in the project requirements.
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          The timetable for the project calls for the architectural design to be completed by this winter.  Construction will start in the spring of 2005.  Project completion is scheduled for December 2006.

          The new facility, formally called the Bridgeport Superior Court for Juvenile Matters and Detention Center, will consist of an 89,000 square foot masonry building.

          The court side will include three courtrooms/hearing rooms and offices for Court Operations, the State’s Attorney, the Public Defender, the Attorney General, Juvenile Probation, and State and Volunteer Services.

          The detention side of the complex will include 88 beds (44 double occupancy sleeping rooms arranged in four groups, which will provide flexibility in assigning male and female juveniles and age appropriate placement).  Also included will be space for education, medical, dining, and recreation facilities.

         The complex will also feature advanced security systems.

         The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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