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Department of Public Works Employee Earns State of Connecticut

 Distinguished Managerial Service Award

          Department of Public Works (DPW) manager Bruce Bockstael of Wethersfield has been named a recipient of the State of Connecticut’s 2008 Distinguished Managerial Service Award.

          The award is presented annually to recognize outstanding individuals for their achievements and contributions in Connecticut state managerial service.

          Mr. Bockstael is Chief Architect for the State DPW.  DPW is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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          Mr. Bockstael is a 22-year veteran of DPW.  In his position, he is responsible for overseeing technical issues related to the design and construction of state building projects and supervision of project implementation by the unit’s project managers.

          Under his direction, DPW has acquired a leadership position in achieving sustainable design.  Under this green building concept, state-funded building projects are required to attain the status of silver certified LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).  The goal of this effort is to promote indoor environmental quality, energy efficiency, water savings, and improved strategies for site development and materials selection.
          DPW Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis stated, “Under Bruce Bockstael’s leadership, the DPW design and construction teams are striving to better serve our client agencies.  His goal has always been to make their work environments better.  Bruce has consistently set high standards for himself and others.  He has displayed his extensive expertise, his good judgment, and his sterling character in every facet of his work.”

          Prior to his arrival at DPW, Mr. Bockstael worked for 20 years in the private sector.  His last major project was at Bradley International Airport in 1986.   He headed up the successful completion of Terminal A, the master plan, and the design and construction of utilities and new road work for the future development and expansion of the airport.

          Some of the design projects Mr. Bockstael’s unit produced in-house at DPW over the years included  Dow Field at Southern Connecticut State University in New Haven, the Eastern baseball stadium in Willimantic, and Sherman Field at UConn.  His unit also designed the new laboratories for the State Forensic Science unit under the leadership of Dr. Henry Lee.
(more)
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          Mr. Bockstael also has embraced Connecticut’s historical legacy.  He played a key role in the restoration of Harkness Mansion in Waterford and at Gillette Castle in East Haddam.

          Mr. Bockstael has served on the boards of several professional societies, and has been past chair of the Public Architects Committee for the American Institute of Architects (AIA), and a representative of the College of Fellows of the AIA.  He recently received the Distinguished Achievement Award from the Construction Institute of the University of Hartford, and also from the Construction Specifications Institute of Connecticut.

          In addition, Mr. Bockstael serves on numerous boards in the town of Wethersfield, including the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Historical Society, and the Architectural Review Board.  He has also contributed his time and talents to a number of the town’s sports programs.

          Beyond his professional life, Mr. Bockstael has excelled in the sport of cycling.  He served as an official at two Olympic Games, in 1984 in Los Angeles and in 1996 in Atlanta.

          Mr. Bockstael graduated in 1964 with a degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Rhode Island, and from the Rhode Island School of Design with a degree in architecture in 1966.

          While working in his field, he also served as member of the US Army reserves from 1966 to 1972.

          Mr. Bockstael and his wife Carol reside in Wethersfield.  They have two grown children and one grandchild.

          The formal presentation of the Distinguished Managerial Service Award will take place on Oct. 3, 2008 (Friday) at the Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville, CT.

          Bruce Bockstael is one of three managers to receive the award this year.  Fellow recipients are John D’Eramo of the Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services, and Michael Varney of the Department of Information Technology.
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