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For Immediate Release                                  Contact:  Patrick T. Nolan

January 17, 2008                                            Communications Specialist (Mgr.)

                                                                        860-713-5790

                                                                        Email:  patrick.nolan@ct.gov
                                                                        Web site:  www.ct.gov/dpw
State Department of Public Works And Town of Enfield Sign 
Purchase Agreement For Asnuntuck Community College Campus

State Department of Public Works (DPW) Commissioner Raeanne V. Curtis announced today that the State of Connecticut has purchased the existing campus of Asnuntuck Community College from the Town of Enfield with the intent to continue operations of the College.

The State exercised a purchase option on a 25-year lease, and paid $2 million for the land and buildings on which the College currently resides.  The College is located at 170 Elm Street in Enfield.  The closing on the property will be held today, January 17, 2008, following approval of the purchase agreement by the Office of the Attorney General, the State Office of Policy and Management and the State Properties Review Board.

The purchase by the State will allow the Community College System to request and utilize state bond funds for necessary renovations and improvements to the facility and campus.  DPW will administer the design and construction of the major renovation and improvement projects at the College.
(more)
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Governor M. Jodi Rell said, “I am pleased that we have concluded our purchase with the Town of Enfield for this property and I look forward future projects at Asnuntuck Community College as we expand and modernize our first-rate community college system statewide.  This is an important investment and one that will produce improved long-term educational benefits for the entire region.”

DPW Commissioner Curtis called the closing the beginning of a new era for Asnuntuck.  “We are now in a position to better meet the needs of the College and the long-term infrastructure plans of the Community College System.  The purchase made today is a sound financial decision for the State, which promises a brighter future for the students at Asnuntuck Community College.”
Marc Herzog, Chancellor of the Community College System, said, “On behalf of the community college system, I want you to know that we are pleased and excited about the closing on this campus.  We are looking forward to working closely with Asnuntuck and the State of Connecticut Public Works Department on future projects at this excellent community college.”
The state Department of Public Works is responsible for the design and construction of major capital building projects (except highways and bridges) for most state agencies, leasing and acquisitions statewide, and facility management, maintenance and security of state buildings in the greater Hartford area.
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